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be in a better pogzition than it is io-day.
These views I submit for the comsideration
of the Fremier. I suppert the maotion for
the adoption of the Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. H. Seddor, debate ad-
journed,

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.
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The STEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayvrs.

QUESTION—PREMIERS’
CONFERENCE.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN asked the Premier:
Is it his intention to plice on the Table of
the House a copy of the minutes of the last
Premicrs’ conference?

The PREMIER replied: Yes.

QUESTION—PEXSIONERS’ RATES
EXEMPTION.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIX asked tRe Minister
for Works: Ts it his intention to introduce
this session an amending Bill to the Pen-
sioncrs’ Ratea Exemption Act, 1922, prohibit-
ing the charging of 5 per cent. interest on the
arrears of rates, ete., under the Act to invalid
and old age pensioners as now charged by the
Water and Sewerage Department?

The MINISTER FOR WORES replied:
It is not necessary to introduce an amending
Act. Interest will not be collected on rates
‘exempted under the Pensioners’ Rates Exemp-
tion Aect, 1922,

QUESTION—MIDLAND RAILWAY,
PURCHASE.

My, WILLCOCK asked the Premier: 1,
Have the negotintions in regard to the pur-
chase of the Midland Railway Company’s
and and railway been completed? 2, If so,
will he make a statement in regard to the
maiter? 3, If not, when will he be in a posi-
tion to make such statement?

The PREMIER replied: 1, XNo. 2,
Answered by No. 1. 3, Valuations have heen
received and are now being eonsidered.

QUESTION—ROAD-MAKIXG, FEDERAL
GRANT.

Mr. WILLCOCK agked the Minister for
Works: 1, What is the amount expected to
be received by this State from the Common-
wealth Govermtent for road-making pur-
poses? 2, What are the eonditions in connee-
tion with the payment of this amount? 3,
What methed of allgention amongst road
boards and municipalities is proposed in re-
gard to the distribution?

The MINISTER FOR WORES replied :
The matter is nt present the subject of
correspondence, and in due conrse the papers
will be inid on the Table of the House.

QUESTION—WATER SUTPPLTES, ERADU
AND GERAILDTON.

Mr. WILLCOCK asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Since supplies have been regu-
larly utilised what is the average amount of
water taken by the Railway Department
weekly from the Wicherina reservoir at
Eradu? 2, What is the price per 1,000
gallons?. 3, What was the average amount
of water distilled by the distilling plant at
Geraldton per week during the tweive months
preceding 30th June, 19237 4, What was the
average cost per 1,000 gallons over that
period?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, 16,000 gallons per week for period
26th March to 30th JJune, 1923, 2, 5s. 3,
140,860 gallons. 4, Operating costs 9s. per
1,000, capital charges 1s. §%d. per 1,000;
total 10s. 8% d. per 1,000,

QUESTION—WATER METERS.

Mr. LUTEY asked the Minister for Works:

What is the cost per annum of repairing
am'l rep]acmg water meters in the Kalgoorlie
area? 2, What ainount of rent is received
yer anmnn for water meters in the Kalgoorlie
area? 3, What is ihe cost per annum of re-
pairing and replacing water meters in the
metropolitan area? 4, What amount of rent
is received for water meters in the metro-
politan area per annum?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The question involves the preparation of a
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return for which instructions have been given,
and it will be laid on the Table of tie House
in due course.

QUESTION—SANDALWOOD PERMITS.

Mr. MARSHALL (for Mr. Cunninghum)
asked the Minister for Forests: 1, Ts it a faet
that the Forests Department refuse to issue
permits for sandalwood pulling to men en-
gaged in and those desirous of engaging in
that industry? 2, Tf so, what reasons actu-
ated the department in initiating such poliey,
and for what period is it to continue?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTSR replied:
1, The issuc of licenses for the pulling of
sandalwood from Crown lands south of the
26th parallel of latitude has been suspended
pending a decision by the Government, which,
subject to a determination of the dollar ex-
change values intends to accept the most
favourahle tender, to operate as from the l1st
of September next, after which date all
British born or naturalised British subjeets,
who were holders of licenses as at the 30th
June last, will be registered and employed as
at present. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—~TRAMWAY EXTENSIONS.

Haon, P, COLLIER asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What is the estimated cost of
the construction and equipment of the tram-
way extension to Claremont? 2, The cost of
the Inglewood-Maylands cxtension? 3, The
estimated cost of the proposed Lord Street-
Maylands section® 4, The actual cost of the
tramway connection to Como¥

The MINTSTER FOR RATLWAYS re-
plied: 1, £42,005, including £4,750 for addi-
tional cquipment at Cook-street Substation.
This ineludes ihe extension from Claremont
Railway Station along Victoria Avenue to
Watkin Road. 2, £7,000. 3, No extension in
this direction having been decided upon, the
estimated cost camnot be quoted. 4, £54,389
11s. 2d., including £14,634 2s, 11d. for sub-
station building and equipment.

QUESTION—RAILWAY, WAROONA-
LAEKE CLIFTON,

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, When was the Waroona-Lake
Clifton railway taken over by the Working
Railways Department? 2, What was the total
capital cost of the line? 3, What is the total
interest debit to date? 4, What have becn
the working expenses since the line was
opened for traffict 5, What were the total
reccipts during the same period®

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, The Wargona-Lake Clifton line was
trought wnder ‘‘The Government Railways
Aect, 1904,"" on 21st Augvst, 1922. 2, The
capital eost as at 30th June, 1923, wad
£62,056. 3, The intercat debited by the Gov-
ernment Raiiways to 30th June, 1923, was

£2,936, 4, Sgetion information as to costs
is not kept, hut on the basis of the average
expenditure per train mile for the whole sys-
tem duering last vear, the cost of working
this seetion to 80th Jume, 1923, was £517. 5,
The earnings of the line to 30th June, 1923,
amonnted fo £110.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL
. COLLEGES.

Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to establish more agricultural col-
legres in \Western Australia in the near future?
2, 1f so, has he considered the establishing
of one in the South-West? 3, Will he con-
sider the advisability of establishing a
college at either Bridgetown, Balingup, ov
Manjimup?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURFE
replied: 1, The question of the establishmaent
of an agrienlfural college centrally situated
is nt present recciving consideration. 2 and
3, When other colleges can be crected the
claims of alt distriets will be given every ron-
sideration,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second Day.
Dehate resumed from the previous day.

Hon., P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.407: The
Speech delivered by the Governor and pre-
pared by his advisers was not altegether un-
like many others we have heard during ve-
cent years., A most casual perusal of it, how-
ever, serves to convinee one that the Minister
for Agriculture was a cute prophet when he
declured some few mouths ago that the retive-
ment of Mr. Colebatch from the Minigtry
meant that in future the literary touch and
grace of expression, which had characterised
previous Governer’s Speeches, would be mis-
sing.

The Premier: Who told you that?

Mr, Lutey: The Speech.

Hon, P. COLLYER: That is the conclusion
T have drawn from the reading of it. Miais-
ters have had a very long recess, covering a
period of seven mwonths, but it remaing to he
seen whether they have applied themselves to
the selution of many of those problems which
confronted thewn, and to which they pledged
themselves to give consideration when the
House was last sitting.  As is not unnsuwal,
there have been happenings during the recent
recess, happenings of a most important char.
acter. One may say that in some directions
they were alarming happenings. A few months
ago we had quite unexpectedly a politieal
crisis. It is satisfactory to obscrve that the
Government have met the House with appar-
cntly the same unanimity which characterised
this teinity of parties during the past year or
two.

Mr. MeCallum: Satisfactory to whom?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The conduct of the’
left wing of the party opposite iz remark-
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able, Perhaps, in view of the backing which
our friends on the cross benches possess out-
side this Chamber, I should describe them as
the right wing of the Government party.

Mr. Richardson: It may be the wrong
wing.

Mr. Pickering: No, we are the right wing.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Those hon. members
can always be depended upon to do semething
extraordinary during the recess. We find
that, shortly after the House adjourned last
session, members met—I believe I am correct
in saying they met vnder the chairmanship of
the Minister for Agrienlture—and quite in-
notently, it would appear, and with the best
intentions, they decided upom a series of re-
aolutions. The Minister tor Agriculture, who
ia the leader of the party outside the House
and Deputy Leader of the Government inside
the House, occupies, it seems to me, a mosf
extraordinary duel position.. He was de-
puted to convey the decision of the party to
his Leader, the Premier., This dceision was
conveyed by letter. Ve learn that through-
ont this serious crisis the negotiations—for
greater security to both parties, T suppose—
were carried out in writing. No verbal ne-
gotiations took place at all, so it would ap-
pear. The hon. members discovered, after the
Premier, and the other section of that side
of the House which sits immediately behind
hitn, had time to investigate thc matter, that
they had brought about a sudden and serious
crisis. What do we find happened then? The
Premicr, as Leader of the Government, de-
livered his ultimatum to the Deputy Leader
of the Government, in his eapacity as head of
the Country Party. In plain langvage the
Premicr told the deputy Premier that the re-
solutions had to be withdrawn, otherwize he
was not prepared to carry on. Another meet-
ing was held and it was decided that they
did not intend to convey the meaning in the
resolutions whieh the Premier appeared to
read inte them.

Mr. Pickering:
said.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have read very dili-
gently all the correspondence published iun
connection with that incident, and I am un-
able to say now where the members of the
Country Party stand on that partieular point.

Mr. Underwood: Tt was only their triennial
stampede,

The Minister for Agriculture:
ber for Pilhara will put you right.

Mr. Underwood: The Country Party mem-
bers tried to hluff us.

Hon, P, COLLIER: At the meeting of the
Country Pariy which was called to consider
the ultimatum delivered by the Premier
through the deputy Premier, we find the ugual
thing oceurred. I will draw the attention of
the House to the fact that at the original
meeting when the resolutions that caused
the crisis were passed, the Minister for Rail-
wnys was not present. I remember another
of these crisis-making meetings from which
the Minister for Railways was also absent.
When he attended a subscquent meeting he
set things right, according to his view—and

They meant what they

The mem-

he uwsually gets his own way. We are told in
regard to the incident I have been referring
to, that the Minister for Railways attended
the subsequent meeting and we learn:

In a foreceful speech
The Minister for Railway is always forceful
at caveus meetings.

AMr, Latham: You always found him force-
ful at your meetings,

Hon. P. COLLIER: One may nob abways
agree that the Minister’s attitude is logical
or accurate, but we must realise that the
Minister for Railways can be forceful at such
meetings, particularly when there is a port-
folio dangling in the balance,  The news-
paper report stated—

In a forceful speech Mr. Scaddan piec-
tured the absurd position in which the pas-
sage of the resolutions had placed the
Country Party.

When the resolutions were originally passed,
they were, according to the annpuncemnt in
the Press, carried ubanimously and therefore
had the approval of the deputy Premier.
Afterwards, however, when we sce that his
collegue, the Minister for Railways, attended
a subsequent meeting and declared that the
resolutions endorsed by his colleague, the
Minister for Agriculture, and carried by
members of the Country Party were absurd
and placed the Country Party in a really ab-
surd position, it is indicative of the fact that
these two Ministers do not see eye to éye.

Hon. M. F. Troy: It shows that the whole
business is a sham.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I was going to Bay
something about that as well, The party
decided that another letter should be drafted
in reply to the Premier and again the deputy
Premier was deputed to deliver the letter to
hig chief. This was Adone in a somewhat un-
usual, not to say dramatic fashion. TIf that
be not so, the reporter chronicling the event
evidently had a dramatic instingt. In the
report the pressman said—

About 4.30 p.m. Mr, Maley called on the
Premier, who was in bed in his room at the
Palace Hotel suffering from influenza. Sir
James Miichell was placidly reading a book
about lion hunting when Mr. Maley opened
the door.

Hon, M. F. Troy: In came the lamb.

Hon. P. COLLIER: One can imagine how
timidly the Minister for Agriculture opened
the door and cautiously appreached the hed
on which the Premier was lying, reading a
book on lion hunting at 4.30 in the after-
noon! The Premier was evidently arming
himself with information to deal effectively
with thig crisia. He might have saved him-
self the trouble, however, because had he read
something aboont mice hunting, it would have
been more suitable to the occasion. So the
Minister for Agriculture, and his party
through him, intimated in the letter he was
depufed to convey that they did not intend
tu challenge the Government at the eleetions.
In the Premier’s letter to the Country Party,
he had recovrse to the unsual weapon wielded
Ly Premiers. He said: ‘‘Unless you are
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Prepared to aceept my view of the sitvationm,
I shall have to ask for a dissolution.’’ The
Premier knew the weakness of the position.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Premier knew
the dissolution eould not he granted by the
Governor.

The Premier: Cowldn’t it?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It was absurd, but the
faet remains that that threat is invariably
used by Premiers,

The Minister for Works:
game away?

Hon. P. COLLIER: After the Country
Party had considered the letter, the members
agreed that they did not intend such an im-
pression to be gained by the Premier from
their letter. They said in effeet to the Pre-
mier that if they were wnable to convinee
him that they were quite innoeent, no matter
if he @id not accept their assurance then,
they had not the slightest intention of disin-
tegrating the Ministry, They intimated that
they were willing to retire from the Govern-
ment and stand belind him, They were pre-
pared to go down on their knees if the Pre-
mier liked, and assured him that he eould
form a Government from his own little party
on the floor of the House and that they would
give him their whole-hearted support.  This
shows what was really actuating the attitude
of members sitting on the cross benehes. The
Minister for Agriculture said in his letter—

If vyour party do not accept this basis,
it is not my party’s desire to stand in the
way of the good government of the coun-
try. For the remainder of the life of the
present Parliamoent, on that policy of de-
velopment np to the point with which we
bave had association, I pledge you my
party’s general support on the floor of the

House for the remaining session, for a

Cabinet comprised of your own followers.

Under these ecircumstances, therefore, you

will not be entitled to ask for a dissolution,

as by my specific undertaking you will

have been placed in a position fo carry on

the goond government of the country,
Members will see what was the impelling
motive; the Premier ‘‘need not ask for a
dissolution.’’ The whole thing strikes me in
that way. Eventually thé Premier accepted
the assurance of the members of the Country
Party and matfers continued as they were
formerly. The whole situation is one that
would bring delight to the hearts of Gilbert
and Sullivan were they living at the present
time,

Mr. Underwood: I think, too, it skould
bring delight to Collier!

Hon. P. COLLIER: I enjoyed it very
much, for the situation was comic in the ex-
freme.

Mr, Underwood:
position.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The deputy Leader of
the Government conveyed the party’s deecision
to the Premier in writing. Shortiy after that
the Minister for Agriculture left to attend a
conference in the Eastern States and, accord-

Why give the

Exactly! That is the

ing to a newspaper report, he was asked prior
to his departure if he bad anything to say in
regard to the political situation. The Min-
ister replied, ‘‘No, I have not yet had a reply
from the Premier.”’ One would imagine that
the Premier and his Minister for Agriculture
were not on speaking terms, that they were
living at some distance apart and not asso-
cinted in the government of the eountry.
This from a Minister in daily eommunication
with his Premier!

Houw. M., F. Troy:
strained.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The Minister stated,
however, that immediately he received a re-
ply, another meeting would be ealled to deal
with the mafter. Thns we have this farce
geing on; the Minister for Agrieulture writ-
ing to the Premier and the Premier replying
in writing teo. This is what is called respon-
sible Government! We may expeet another
crisis next week. While the members sitting
on the cross benches may be relied upon to
provide the farce during the recess, the his-
torie annuval conference of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association, which will be opened next
week, can always be relied upon to create the
political faree during the sitting of Parlia-
ment. )

Hon. M, P, Troy: Prompted by those con-
trolling the farmers from the city.

Hon. P, COLLIER: As the result of the
activities of the executive of that organisa-
tion, the Primary Producers’ conference,
prompted no doubt by the executive, may be
expected to preeipitate another erisis during
the week after next,

Capt. Carter; The wish is father to the
thought.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I am not concerned
ahont the matter and my wishes do not in-
fluence my views. The member for Leeder-
ville (Capt. Carter) kmows we can depend
on these annual crises precipitated by the
Country Party and by the Primary Produncers”’
Association.  Ancther little incident, some-
what personal, occurred during the recess be-
tween Mipisters, and in this incident the
AMinister for, Works has been involved..

The Minister for Works: It is my turn now.
Fire away!

Hon. P. COLLIER : During the early
portion of the year the people of the
metropolitan area particularly were favoured
with a meeting at North Perth in eonnection
with the water supply. The member for
Leederville said that it was the prondest
moment of his life.

The Premier: Why not have a meeting at
North Perth?

Hon. P. COLLTER: There is no reason what-
ever why such a meeting should not be held.
T am referring to the circamstances in which
the meeting wag held. I think I am right in
saying that the Minister for Works had been
eajoled or induced or kidnapped into the
country to lay the foundation stone of a hall
at some rural hamlet in. one of the remote
fastnesses of the bush. While he was away
he was placed in the position of the man

Their relations wers
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who, while in the water swimming, had his
-einihes  stolen.  Whike the Minister wos
absent in the country, the member for Leeder-
ville induced the Premier to go to North
Perth and maKe an important pronouncement
in a matter entirely concerning the depart.
ment over which the Minister for Works pre-
‘sides.

The Premier: You are altogether wrong.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T believe the Minister
for Works would not be oeccupying his seat
were it not Tor the fact that he has come to
be recognised as having an hereditary right
to the portfolio of Minister for Worka.

The Minister for Works: Not at all

Hon. P. COLLTER: For my own part—
<everyone has his own feelings to consider in
these matters—if my chief had taken an
opportunity during my ahsence from the
<ity to make an important pronouncement
eoneerning a mafter in my department, there
would have been a vacancy in the Govern-
ment.

The Minister for Works: You are wrong
altogether.

Hon. P. COLL1IER: Apart from the man-
ner in which it was done, we have in the
whole business evidenee of the constitutional
manner in which the affairs of State are
being administered.

The Premier: You are quite wrong there.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Hon. members will
remember that the Premier announced at that
meeting that a scheme of water conservation
and supply for the metropolitan area had been
decided upon by the Government, the capital
expenditure in connection with which would
bhe more than three million pounds hefore the
scheme was completed.  That is the position.
A month or two prior to the announcement
being made by the Premier, this Honge had
under discussion the question of water sup-
ply, and we find that the Government, which
stands for constitutional methods, and some
members of which were maost vigorous in their
denuneciation of the Labour Party’s poliey in
emharking upon the cxpenditure of public
funds without Farliamentary avthority, in
quite a caswal way now have no hesitation in
cotinitting the ecountry and Parliament to o
scheme of water supply for the metropolitan
area involving an cxpenditure of morc than
£3,000,000 without ever consulting Parlia-
ment.

The Minister for Works: That is not cor-
rect.

Hon. P. COLLIER : 1t is correct, The
Minister ean look up the Loan Estimates and
the discussion which took place upon those
Estimates and tell me whether any intima-
tion was piven to this House last vear that
it was the intention of the fovernment, to
eommit the country to the expenditure of snch
a large sum of money. It i3 not sufficient
to say that evervbody agrees that there is
urgent nced for an impreved water supply
for the metropolitan distriet. That s en-
tirely beside the question. Is the matter of
puch little importance that this scheme, in-
volving the expenditure of such a huge sum
of mouney can be decided in the course of a

week or two? Ts it because there was con-
giderable agitation in the areas afferted—pot
s0 mueh because of the quantity of water but
beeause of the quality—that the Government
considered themselves justified in departing
from the well-recognised practice of coming
to Parliament for authority to carry out a
scheme of such magnitude. I recall the time
when night after night the Minister for
Works himself walked up and down the front
of the bench from which T am speaking and
denounced his present colleague, the Minister
for Railways, who was then Premicr of the
State, and also those associated with him at
the time, for embarking upon the construe-
tion of works of comparatively minor im-
portance without first having secured the
authority of Parliament,

The Minister for Works: He has sinee seen
the error of his ways.

Hon. P. COLLIER: This House might just
as well close up if it is to be ignored in such
it fashion. Ministers ask for Parliamentary
approval for the expenditure of trifling sums
of money, sometimes as low as £5; yet they
can commit the country to an expenditure of
more than three millions sterling without giv-
ing the House the slightest indieation that it
ig their intention to embark en any project
neeessitating the expenditure of that sum of
money. That is the kind of constitutional
Govermment we have developed.

The Minister for Works: It is all right.

Hon. . COLLIER: Anything is all right
apparently, The Minister for Works cannot
show that I am wrong in my contention. We
all know that a schéme for a hills water
supply has been under consideration for many
vears. It was under consideration when I
was in office, But that iz an entirely differ-
cent matter from lawnching out without Par-
liamentary approval. There is not one pound
on the Estimates of the Department of the
Minister for Works which was passed by Par-
tiament last vear awthorising him te make a
commencement with this work.

The Minister for Works: You do not think
that I am starting a work that T am not
authorised to do?

Hon. P. COLLIER: T noticed a day or two
ago that the Minister called for tenders for
the supply of pipes and other materials for

this work, invelving an cxpenditure of
£100,000, again, without the authority of
Parliament.

The Minister for Works: You ean invite
tenders for anything,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of ccurse, and that is
what the Minister would call business meth-
ods—preparing plans and calling tenders, and
getting approval afterwards.

The Minister for Works: T think it is all
right.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I want the ratepavers
of this city to know how they are likely to
be involved by what is being done.

Capt. Carter: It is all very clear in North
Perth.

Hon. P. COLLYER: Whilst their present
rate is Is. in the £ it is estimated that in the
course of years, after the new work has been
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completed, the rate will amount to 2s. 9d.
in the £

Capt. Carter: The Premier made that very
elear.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not saying he
did not. I am complaining that he acted
without anybody’s authority.” The people to
whom he made it clear did not have the op-
portunity to say aye or no to it; they were
not asked to approve. It was not for the
public meeting addressed by the Premier to
approve or disapprove of the projeet, It is
for the members of this Honse, who represent
the people concerned, to say whether we are
justified in embarking upon suech an expen-
diture at this juncture, apart altogether from
the question of finding the money and involv-
ing the ratepayers in the payment ultimately
of a rate like 2s. 9d. in the pound as distinet
from 1s.,, which they are paying at the present
time,

The Minister for Works: They are getting
it too cheaply now.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Apart entirely from
the question whether a hills water supply
should be provided or not, I protest against
the House being treated in this cavalier
fashion. It was the duty and responsibility
of Minjsters to give the information to the
House a month or two prior to the meeting
which was held at North Perth. The informa-
tion could have been furnished when the
whole question of water supply was under
discussion. What do we find? Immediately
the session closed, or a few weeks after-
wards, and behind the back of Parliament,
the country is committed to this big scheme,
and the expenditure of a considerable sum of
money. It is not a policy that should be en-
dorsed by Parliament, quite apart from
whether members approve of the scheme or
not. Tt is not the way the business of the
country should be carried out, and Ministers
are culpable in having done it in the manner
about which T am ecomplaining, Next we have
a number of tramway extensions. It is true
that the Minister for Railways made no secret
of the fact, during the disenssion on the Loan
Estimates last year, that it was his belief
that tramway extensions should be made in
varions directions in and around the city.
Here again the House was not told definitely
which extensions would be made or which
routes would be surveyed. We find that the
Inglewooed cxtension has been carried out,
and that the extemsion from Nedlands to
Claremont is in course of construetion. The
majority of the members of the Royal Com-
mission which inquired into tramway exten-
sions last year recommended the other route,
via Dalkeith. I wish also to remind hon.
members that in giving evidenec before that
Commission the rcpresentatives of the Rail-
way Department, Mr. Lord and others, de-
clared against the route that is now being
followed, and stated@ that if it were adopted
the result would he a loss of revenne to the
Railway Department.

Mr. Richardeon: The manager of the tram-
ways did not say that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I did not mention the
manager ¢f the tramways; 1 quoted the
officers of the Railway Department. The man-
ager of the trammways is concerned only about
the rumning of his own Department. It is
proposed also to extend the Lord sireet tram-
way to Ferguson street, and the Minister, in
replying to a deputation, expressed himself
as being entirely favourable to that project.

The Minister for Mines: I say that now,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Again here the Rail-
way officials declared that the construction
of this extension would mean a loss of rev-
enue to the Railway Department.

The Minister for Mines: They do not ob-
ject to the line going to Sccond-avenve,

Hon. I’. COLLIER: There is considerable
settlement there and most of the people liv-
ing in those parts avail themselves of the
Mt. Lawley railway service. If the tram
extension is carried out, the railway traffic
is bound to be affected.

The Minister for Mines: More than half
the people in that loeality walk at the pres-
ent time because the train service is so in-
frequent.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know that is a fact,
but what I want to draw attention to is this
—and I de this for the benefit of hon. mem-
bers sitting on the eross-benches——

Mr. Harrison: Tt is very kind of you.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Yes, because those hon.
members are apt to have lapses of wemory.
T recall the fact that when last year the ex-
tension to Como was being discussed, our
friend ealled special meetings of the party
and threatened to destroy the whole Cabinet,
not s0 much becanse of the breach of promise
on the part of the Government, but because
of the expenditure of public funds in the
metropolitan area. As a matter of fact, the
member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) pgave
notice of a motion declaring that no cxpendi-
ture of public funds of any description should
be ineurred in the metropolitan area, and that
all available money should be utilized in the
direction of constructing roads and railways
for the development of country districts. Now
apparently, members of the Country Party
are supporting the action of the Government,
who have committed themselves to an expen-
diture of more than three million pounds, and
these same members kicked up a noise a year
or s0 ago about the expenditure of a few
seore thousands of pounds, and, in fact,
threatened to wreck the Government in con-
sequence of that!

Mr, Pickering:
Parliament.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1Tt was not. If the
hon. member likes T will read the motion that
he submitted. Tt had nothing at all to do
with the question of a promise; it was a ques-
tion of spending public funds in the metro-
politan area. That was the motive behind
the actions of members on the cross-benches.
At the present moment they are silent, though
the Government are embarking upon an ex-
penditure of over three millien pounds for
water supply and several hundreds of thous-
ands of pounds on tramway extengions. T

The promise was made to
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hhink one might be permitted to say some-
hing with regard to the attitude of the Press
owanis ihese waiters. Newspaper men are
wrivileged to frequently and freely express
:heir opinions regarding the actions of mem-
yers of the House and of public men. There-
fore I am sore they will not object to my
1aving a word or two to say comcerning the
Press and this matter.

Capt. Carter: Before you leave the tram-
ways, will you kindly put in a word for me
for one of my cxtensions?

Hon. P, COLLTER: 1 am not leaving the
tramways yet. During the crisis of last year
over the construction of the Como tramway
-~for a erisis undoubtedly it was—the ‘“ West

Australian’’ had 2 good deal to say and, -

apart altogether from the breach of promise
on the part of the Minister, the ‘‘ West Aus-
tralian’’ dealt very exhaustively with the gen-
eral inadvisability of expending public funds
in the metropolitan area. Inm an article on the
13th June, 1922, the ‘*West Awvstralian’’ com-
mented

The Government iz embarking vpon met-
ropolitan  se¢hemes which, however much
justification eould be found for them were
the country in a prosperous condition, with
a volume of wealth gecumulating under the
numerous hands of husy workers in our
primary industries, offer no prospect in our
present sitnation of heing other than ad-
ditional handieaps to progress.

That was al! hecause the Government had em-
barked on an expenditure of £50,000 for the
Cemo tramway., On the 19th June the same
paper stated—

Since 1920, when Labour members such
as Mr. Troy and Mr. Willeock, and
country memberg, of whom perhaps the most
forcible was Mr. Mailey, the present Min-
ister Lor Agriewlture, protested apainst ex-
tensions of the tramway system, very fow
figures have been supplied voluntarily by
the department in favour of a policy that
seems to obress official eireles. As Mr,
Maley pointed out less than two years ago,
with an appositeness not less pertinent to-
day, ‘“the facilities provided in the eity are
altogether out of proportion to the simple
necessartes available in the backblocks to
transport the produce essential to the wel-
fare of the State.””

Mr. Harrison: Perfectly true.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Those comments were
occasioned by the Government having em-
barked on an expenditure of £50,000. On the
19th June the same paper stated

Buot new extensions unless in congested
distriets—and of these there is none—must
entail additions to working and capital
costs, with no commensurate compensation
on the revenue side.

Twelve months ago there were no congested
districts, according to the ‘‘West Austra-
lian.’’ Apparently, some of our metropolitan
districts have developed congestion very
rapidly.

Mr, Munsie: According to the electoral
rells, the number of electors has decreased.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The article continues—

And of such are pur permanent and re-
productive works, and that which they re-
produee with inexorable fidelity to the
statesmanship that sponsors them and the
officialdom that defends them are defieits,
deficits, deficits, and weary men, ‘“carting
20 miles, starting away from home at +
o’clock in the morning and not getting
back until the following evening.'’

Mr. Harrison: Shame!

Hon, . COLLYER: This huge expenditure
of £50,000 on the Como tramway oecurred
when the Premier, Sir James Mitchell, was
out of the State. The ‘‘West Australian™’
remarked—

.+ . . Bir James Mitchell. e was absent

from the State when Cabinet had a brain

wave concerning the manner in which the
unemployed might be absorbed—an inspir-
ation which has drawn erowds of men to
the city, some of whom have evan aban-
doned jobs in the country to flock to the
industrial Elderade to which Ministers
peinted the way.
This little innocent Como tramway attracted
flocks of men to the city. It was all due to
a brain wave on the part of Ministers when
Sir James Mitchell was out of the State,
When Sir James Mitchell is present and him-
self fathers an expenditure in the city
amounting to four or five millions of money,
not £50,000, this newspaper has not a solitary
word to say.

The Premier:
fipures?

Mr, Pickering: The ** West Australian’’ is
consistent, is it not?

The Premier: Where did you get those
amounts?

Hon, P, COLLIER: All was wrong when
the Premier was out of the Slate. All was
wrong when his unfortunate colleagues acted
in that way., But all is well now. Becaunse
the Prcmier is here, the expenditure in the
city is now justified. The ‘‘West Austra-
lian’? deseribed the construction of the Como
tramway as a scheme of trams for everyone
within the metropolitan arca. There is a
seheme of trams going on for everyone now,
too, hut I have not read sueh comments in
the ‘*West Australian’’ during the last few
months, The “¢West Australian’’ said—

In our present circumstances not a yard
of tram track should be laid in or about
the city unless the loealities to be served
should consent to be legally bound to make
gooil any deficieney on their operating ex-
penses and interest and  sinking fund
chargea. . . . To-day a poliey in connection
with the tram system which, in our parlous
financial situation is politically mad, politi-
cally wicked, is the joint product of Mr.

Colebateh and Mr. Seaddan.

The Premier: What was the date of that?

Hon. P, COLLIER: About the same time,
just a year ago. The ‘“West Austra-
lian’’ said it was the joint product of Mr.
Colebatrh and Mr. Scaddan and was politi-
eally mad and wicked. Sir James Mitchell

Where did you get those
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was out of the State. This joint produet, mon talk on the part of members sitting be-
which the ‘' West Australian’’ so stigmatised, hind the Government that if this con-
wag landing the State inte an expenditure of (dition of affairs existed next summer
£50,000, and the ‘' West Auvstralian’’ added— not one seat would be won Ly supporters
It is impossible that these gentlemen can  of the Government; and so we see this
have given any consideration to ifts cffeet sudden activity during which the Min
upon the finanees. ister for Works was shipped off to the bush
What effeet is the huge expenditure upom to be out of the way, He could not ba
which the Government are now embarking in  trusted to deal with the matter, and the
in the metropolitan area to have on the fin- Premicr took the unusval course—az course
ances of the State? We are to have reservoirs never taken by any other Premier to my
at Mt. Eliza costing £60,000; we are to have knowledge—of hurriedly, and without consult-
reservoirs at Mt. Hawthorn costing, I do not ing Parliament, announcing this praposed
know how much; we are to have reservoira new water scheme
somewhere in the Fremantle district. The Mr. McCallom: Over the head of a Min-
Minister for Works hastily and burriedly ister.
called tenders for £100,000 worth of pipes. - Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and agreeing to
Tramway extensions are being undertaken in  tramway cxtensions and authorising prepara-
varipus directions, and other extensions havd tions for the cowmstruetion of the Subiaco
been promised in the immediate future. The scwerage works and taking steps to see that
country is being eommitted to an expenditure the public servants, whose vote influence in
of over three millions of ponnds in respeet the metropolitan area is not to be discounted,
to the metropolitan water supply, and what .get their grade riges. This is nothing short

effect will that kave on the finanecs? of 2 policy of loaves and fishes; it is a fla-
Capt. Carter: The people of the metro- grant and deliberate attempt to influence the
politan area will pay for it. clectors next year. Now I come to the ques-

Hon, P. COLLIER: The eonditions and eir- tion of the finances, and T say at once that T,
cumstances have all ehanged in the last 12  With cvery citizen, vejoice to sce that the
months to justify this alteration of poliey! financial year which has just elased shows. a
But this is not all. Subines is to have its Very !nrgu reduction upon the huge deficity
sewerage system. Enginecrs are getting out 10 which we have become accustomed. I'may
surveys and levels so that Subiaco, in the ©¥press the hope that the reduction is likely
quickest possible time, may be connected with o continue.  The deficit of £405,000 for the
the sewerage system, And, ag if that were Year wlnist_ very wmbstantial, represents a
not enough, the Public Service Commissioner gTeat reduction vpon the defieits of previous
has asked the heads of departments to make Years. The Premicr has been fortunate in
recommendations as to those public servants that he has had a very large revenue, I think
who arc entitled or who ought to receive the Jargest on record, for the year just closed,
their grade increases. The Government have £7,207 482,
stood out against grade increases during the The Minister for Mines: An enormoug
last two or three years, but now grade in. amount of money t¢ take from a bandful
creases are to be granted to civil servants. A of people.
sewerage scheme 18 to be provided for Subiaco. Hon. P. COLLIER: It is a very large
Tramway exteusions are being constructed amount, and it is 2% millions of pounds
throughout the metropolitan area and reser- greater than the revenue received by the
voirs are being put on the top of every hill present Minister for Mines in his last year
in and about the city, and these items, to- as Premier of the State. Direet taxation is
gether with a hills water scheme involving an  very high, £987,000, for the year. I believe
outlay of three million pounds, will commit that also is the highest figure that we have
the State te ar expenditure of nof less than eover yet attained. The featore of the finances
five million pounds- Yet not a word is heard is the improved condition of the railways,
from this eritic who so unmercifully slated which show an inerease of revenuc amounting
the Premier’s colleague over his little ewe to £81,000 and a reduction in expenditure
lamb of £50,000 a year ago. I hope T shall amounting to £126,000. One would like to
not be considered unkind in saying that all  be assered that this improvement in the Rail-
this sudden spasm of activity in expending way Department, particularly as regards the
money in the metropolitan area and carrying reduction of £126,000 in a year's expendi-
out works which were unequivoecally eon- ture, is not due to neglect or failure to earry
demned by the Minister for Agriculture and out necessary maintenanee work., I know
the Premicr himself lagt year is not alto- from my own experience, and the Minister
gether unconnected with the approaching gen-  Ffor Railways knows it teo, that when the
eral election, There are 10 or 12 seats in  finances of the Railway Department are un-
the metropolitan district, and if hon. mem- favourable, and especially when the Treasurer
bers think that their purchase at the public of the day jis urging the railway officiais to
expense is worth five million pounds they will produce betier results, there s a tendency to
be justified in endorsing the policy npon put off necessary maintenance work. For
which the Government have embarked. It iz instance, when we took office in 1911, we
nothing more or less than a policy of buyirz - vere asked by the then Commissioner of Rail-
the metropolitan constituencies. During thelJd -ays for, and we granted him, £500,000 to
ountery concerning the quantity and quality 'rry out what he deseribed as belated re-
of the water supply last summer it was con tics,  Rolling stock had been allowed to go
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as long as ever it would without repairs, and
there ha@l been neglect of maintenance of
permapent way and in other respeets. That
was a penny wise nnd pound foolish poliey.
The State had to spend about half a million
sterling on belated vepairs which ne doubt,
if they had been earmed out at the proper
time, would have cost considerably less. So,
whilst T have no -lireet information on the
point, T incline fo the belief that the Railway
Department to-day are merely repeating the
experience of the vears to which T have re-
ferred,

The Minister for Mines: The assurances T
have from the Commissioner of Railways are
to the opposite effect.

Hon, W. (. Angwin: But yen have ex-
pended a lot of loan money,

The Minister for Mines: The expenditure
of Joan moner and revenue money is in
aecordance with the conditions on which loan
and revenue moneys are made avnilable. The
eost of relaying, for instance, goes to work-
ing cxpenses.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The Minister knows
that it is an easy matter for the railway
authorities to delay carrying out necessary
repairs, if it is so desired.

The Minister for Mines:
thex are doing that,

Hon. P. COLLTER: Tf the improvement is
genuine, and the service has not been
starved in order to obtain it, the present posi-
tion is very satisfactory indeed as compared
with that whieh existed two or three years
age. Of course we know rthat the revenne
henefits greatly by the expeniditure of Loan
Funds. [t goes without saying that the im-
ptoved condition of the railway finances is
due largely to the expenditure of considerable
sums of loan money.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Almost solely due to
that, T should think.

Hon, P. COLLIER: When the State is ex-
pending large sums of loan money, not only
does the revenue benefit directly, in thati
direct charges are made against Loan Funds,
which otherwsie wonld not be the ease——

The Premier: You spent a good deal of
loan money when you were Minister for Rail-
wavs.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Ye¢s. The expenditure
to whieh I refer may be responsible for the
fact that although our finances always showed
hetter than the hon. gentleman’s

The Premier: XNo, no!

Hon, P. COLLIER: Let me remind the
Premier that last year his loan expenditure
was greater than that of any previous year
in the history of the State.

The Premier: The money was spent on
public works.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It matters not how
the money is expended; the revenue must in-
evitably benefit from the expenditure of Loan
Funds. There can be no question ahout that.
I sincerely hope that the improvement in the
finanees will eontinne, and that the Premier
will be able to show a further reduction in
next year’s deficit. Whilst I have had some-

I do not think

thing to say about the consistency of the
Press on the matter of expenditure of large
sums of money in the metropolitan area, it
may not be out of place for me to say a
word or two on the consistency of the Prass
regarding the gquestion of the finances. Of
course we have ‘‘turned the cormer.’’ That
was announged in flaring headlines a month or
two ago.

The Premior: I said that myself.

Hon, P, COLLTER: I believe it was an-
ticipated for the Premier, though, by the
‘*YWest Australian.’’

The Premier: It is certainly true.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If even one month
shows n slight improvement upon the long
series of defigits, our friend the ** West Aus-
tralian’’ exercises all its ingenuity in order
to demonstrate that the whole financial posi-
tion of the State has greatly improved.

The Premier: The ‘‘Worker’’ said as
nrucel.

Hon, P. COLLIER: ‘*The Worker’’ has
Leen morely stating faets, and giving official
figures. I want to remind hon. members that
although they and the people of this State
were allowed to know what the amount of the
aecumulated deficit was on the 30th June last,
or when the result of last year’s finances was
published, it is not likely that they will sce
any mention of that accumulated deficit again
until June of next year. Just once a year.
the ‘“West Australian’’ lets the people know
the exact amount of the accumulated deficit,

The Premier: The ‘*West Australian’’
states it monthly,

Hon, P, COLLIER: There is evidence of
the Premier’s recklessness. I challenge the
Premicr to go through the files of the ©* West
Australian’’ for months past and point out
any reference to the amount of the acenmu-
luted defieit,

The Premier: There is too much said about
the aceumulated deficit, in my apinion.

Hon. P, COLLTER: It may be so. It may
be that it is not a good thing for the State
to be coutinually broadeasting to the world
the amount of its accumulated deficit, But
that is not my point, Just now I am dealing
with the consistencey of some of the crities.
Let us contrast the ‘‘West Australian’s’’
present attitude of snatching at any crumb
in order to show that the finances are in an
improved position, with the attitude of the
same newspaper during the time that the pre-
sent Minister for Railways was Premier and
Treasurer of this State. The cutting which
I now hold in my hand is one T have only
picked up at random from the files of the
““West Australian.’’ Tt is dated the 2nd
Octoher, 1914, and says—

Mr. Seaddan and his colleagues have
given ahuudant evidence of their incapacity
for affairs. .

Ia the Minister for Railways listening? When
he was Tabour Premier he gave ahundant
evidence of his ineapacity for affairs, Now
that he is a Nationa) Minister, he gives ahun-
fant evidence of his entire capacity for
affairs. The cxtract continues—
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As regularly as the months succeed each
other is testimony of the qualification of
the State Government published, and the
latest evidence appeared yesterday, when
we were told that the debit balance on the
month’s operations was £6,954 . . .
A debit balance on & month’s operations of
£6,954! There was evideuce in that debit
balance, and abundant evidence, of the in-
capucity of the Labour Ministry. This
morning there was shown a deficit of £180,000
on a month’s aperationg, but that will not he
quoted as cvidence of the incapocity of Sir
James Mifchell. With regard to that deficit,
there will be a silence that could be cut with
a knife.

The Minister for Mines: We get criticism
nowadays.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the hon, gentleman
ever forgets the floggings he used to get on
the second of every month, as well as three
times a week, he has a much move defective
memory than I think he has. To continue the
extract from the ‘‘West Australion’'—

and that the accumulated deficit now

amounts to £651,077.

There was no suppression in those days of
the amount of the accumulated deficit. There
was abundant rcference to the faet that the
Labour Government had an aceumulated
deficit of £651,077. To-day we have an ac-
cumulated deficit of six millions sterling, and
that faet i3 never published and very rarely
referred to.

The Premier: It is published.

Hon. P, COLLIER: What is the use of
the Premier making statements which are
deliberately incorrcet?

The Premier: The fact is published.

Hon, P, COLLIER: T say it is not. What
is the use of the Premier making incorrect
statements?  The ““West Austealian’' does
not month by month publish the accumulated
defieit. I make that as a deliberate statement
of fact, and the Premier eannot refute it.

The Premier: You said that the *West
Australian’’ does not peblish it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Where is it published?

The Premier: 1 think I can find you a
paper showing it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is a very poor
attempt of the Premier to quibble out. The
Premier knows that my whole argument re-
fers to the ‘*West Australian,’’ He knows
that the non-publication I mentioned referred
to that paper. While the deficit was £651,000
in those days, it was not an act of disloyalty
to publish it continually. Tt was not then con-
gidered that such publication would injure the
eredit of the State, becanse a Labour Gov-
ernment was in power. Not only was the
amount of the aceumulated deficit published
on the day of the issue of the monthly
financial fignres, but it was reiterated, day
after day, in news columuy, leading articles,
and special articles. It was always brought
beforc the world, The present Minister for
Railways then hecame famous the world over
as ‘‘Gone-a-million Jack.’”’ He was known

not ounly throughout the Commonwealth, but
his fame as the Premier with the iillion Je
ficit spread all over the British Empire, if no
through Europe. Anywlere in the world to
day one can learn who ‘‘ Gone-2-million Jack’
was, Lt was by the aid of our Press critiw
that e beeome so famous. This article con
tinnes:—

The Fremier, who is proud of this de
fieit, will probably bear himself more
haughtily than ever.

Yon can imagine him walking down Hay
street swelling visibly, bearing himself mor¢
haughtily than ever, becausge of the added de
fieit ¢f £6,000. The writer procecds:—

But a eareful people will sce po glory i
it.

There is no loss of glory to-day in deficits of
hundreds of thousands of pounds. Then wt
come to this gem:—

Shall we stick to a steed floundering
wildly in the treachercus financial eurrents
in which it has plunged us, or shall we
cast it adrift and swim for our lives?

It was necessary to strike out for life be
canse of this deficit of £6,000 in a month
There is no question now of swimming fo
one's life. The article continues:—

Who will relieve the State of the mad car

nival of wasteful expenditure which ha:

characterised the administration during the
lust three years?
Those three years resulted in a deficit o
£671,000. That was a ‘‘mad carnival of ex
penditure,’’ The last three years of the pre
sent Government’s administration has re
sulted in a deficit three times as great.

The Premicr; What was the result of you
last three years?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Ask your colleague
He knows. Roughly, it might be said tha
the bigpest of our annnal deficits was never
half the amount of any of those of the pre
sent Premier, except that of this last year
For fuller information the Premiecr can apph
next door. The comment of the ‘‘ West Aus
tralian’’ was:—

The deficit is made good from loan funds
every loan is earmarked for certain pur
poses—and a consistent deficit is the hal
mark of an unpurposeful Treasurer.

To what degree of perfection has tha presen!
Treasurer attained as an unpurpeseful one'

The Premier: There has not been a credil
balance since 1911,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not complaining
pow. [ am merely taking opportunily to re
mind our newspaper friends of the impartia
manner in which they hand out eriticism o
finances and politics generally when dealing
with Labour and National Governments re
spectively. One would conclude there was a
earthquake if the ‘' West Australian’’ were &
guggest that the present Treasurer was un
purposeful. The article continuves:—

1t follows that many of the projects o
the Government must be abandoned, be
cause the money voted for them has bem
used to finance the revenue shortage.
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And again—

This helpless improvident Government—
With a deficit of £600,000 in three years! 1
repeat that, except last year, tho present
Treasurer has consistently execeded that de-
ficit in each year of his term. I remember that
ag the result of reading, morning after morn.
ing, the *‘West Australinn’s’’ eriticism of
our finuneing, 1 myselt was beginning to
thiok that really our Treasurer could not
know so much about fnance as many of us
helieved, that there must be some fault in
his administration,

The Minister for Mines: I did not suggest
to you the advisability of rour taking on the
Treasurership, did [?

Hon, P. COLLIER: No.
tinves  —

The article eon-

This helpless improvident Government—
send the reckless Administration ahout its
husiness.

And uow we should be told that if the pre-
sent thrifty Government were to be sent
ahout their business, the whole country would
fall into ruins. Again:—

The effeets of the Government’s wilful

ineapacity are s¢ pilain.

That was not a singular instanee, If any-
onc were to take the trouble Lo go through
the Press cuttings, he would find that this
sort of thing was served up to us about

three times a week. Now, however, all
is well. T will Jeave it at that, and
express the hope that the Premier wili

be able to continue the improvement he
has effected, will be more purposeful, and
that as a result, the finances will benefit.
Now T come to the question which, after all,
is the one big outstanding subjeet that in-
terests and concerns every section of the dom-
munity, namely, the policy of immigration
and Tand settlement. 1 do not approach this
subject in any carping spirit. 1 am as keenly
anxions te see a policy of immigration and
land settlement developed on sound lines as
is any other member of the community, but
I am afraid that not 31l things are well with
the policy of immigration. From what one
can gather of those who have visited the Old
Country and obtained first-hand information
as to the method of selection

The Premier: I think you ought to name
them.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I shall call to my aid
the member for Claremont {Jr. J. Thomson)
before I conclude. Also, from our own ob-
servations in this State, it seems that the
scheme is not proceeding as smoothly as one

_eould wish. It is quite evident that the views
expressed by the member for Claremont in a
Press interview on his return from the OId
Country, are sound. The hon, member said—

Under Sir James Mitchell’s migration
scheme the State is receiving a wrong type
of immigrant. Instead of securing farm-
~rs’ sons who would come ont with sufficient
capital to enable them to work their land,

(4]

asnd alse at their own expense, the State

is recciving an inferior type of imigrant.

The Premier: That is not fair to the peo-
ple oo their way.

Howu. P. COLLIER: XNo, I think the hon.
member meant, not inferior, but unsuitable.

Mr. J. Thomson: I meant inferior, mentally
and physieally.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I should not describe
any of them as inferior. That is not the
best word to employ when we wish to ex-
press the view that we are not getting the
right kind of migrant. But unquestionably
there is sgomething wrong at the other end,
because unsvitable men are getting through
in greater numbers than is desirable. Of
course there will always get through a per-
centage who will be found to be unsuitable.

The Premier: Not a very big percentage
is getting through.

Hon, P, (COLL1ER: I do not know of my
own knowledge, but it is the consensus of
opinion among those who come into comtact
with them, that very many unsuitable persons
are getting through. Thoze who come into
daily contact with the migrants cxpress the
view that a considerable number of them
are not suited for farm life or work in the
country. J eannot say of my own knowledge.

The Premier: The hon. member has seen
as many of them as has anybody else.

Hon, P. COLLIER: T cannot say from ob-
servation that T have any fault to find with
them.

Mr. Money: Many Anstralians going on
the land are uot at first sunitable,

Mr. Marshall: But they are of better type
than are the imported men.

Hon. P. COLLTER: I am afraid the Gov-
ernment have not a thoroughly well thought
out scheme of migration; T mean thoroughly
well thought out from the selection of the
men in the Old Country right throngh to
the placing of them on the iand. We are
going aleng more or less in haphazard
faghion.

The Premier: No, it is not at all as it used
to be.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Bat it would appear
that if 500 migrants arrive this month the
Government say, ‘‘Very well, we will take
thein’; while if the arrivals were 1,000 or
even 2,000, we should have the same attitude
in the Government—*‘Very well, we will do
all that we cam.’’

The Premier: T do not know.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt scems tn me we
ought to he able te proceed along definite
prepared lines and arrange, say, to take a
sertain number per month,

The Premier: So we do.

Hon. P, COLLIER: T do not ¥now whether
that is so.

The Premier: It is so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier will know
that already, when we have only just em-
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harked upon the scheme, there is congestion
in gome directions, an over-supply, or a nnm-
ber of people we are not able to provide for,

The Premier: Not at all; but of covrse
there always will be difficulties.

The Minister for Mines: It is only a ques-
tion of reducing to the minimum the number
of misfits.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If would be foolish
to argue from the individual to the general.
We must have, under the most carefully de-
vised scheme, a pereentage of misfits. It
should be our endeavour to keep that per-
centage as low as possible. If an unduly bigh
percentage is likely to fail, the matter be-
comes a scrious one. I desire the indulgence
of the House while T read a report preparcd
by the Statc LExecutive of the Australian
Labour Party for presentation to the Over-
seas Settlement Delegation which arrives here
on Sunday morning. I do so in the first
instance because I think it is desirable in the
interests of the whole policy that any com-
ment or eriticism shonld be made public before
being handed to the Commission when they ar-
rive. Such information should be published
at the carliest opportunity in order that the
Prewier, and those associated with him, may
have an opporturity of examining it and
making any comments vpon it to the Commis-
sion while here. The public should also have
an opportunity of analysing it. The Premicr
will agree that if the organised lahour move-
ment of the State shovld take wp a certain
definite attitude towards a’ policy, it must
have a material infleenee upon the success or
otherwise of that poliey. This report is
signed by the member for Hannans (Mr.
Munsie) as General President of the ALY,
and Mr. Millington as secretary. In the
main, it embodies my own views on the snb-
ject. T hope the Premiér will not misnnder-
atand my purpese, Afier all, those who eriti-
cise in a right spirit are often more helpfnl
than those who give approval to everything
andt anything. The Premier knows it wounld
be almost impossible in any scheme of irmmi-
gration and land settlement such as that to
which the State is now committed to aveid
differences of opinion and prevent mistakes
oceurring. T am not going to find fault be-
cause mistakes oecur in & scheme of this kind,
or hecause its management does not always
proceed along the lines we wonld most desire.
The document to whichk I refer is as fol-
lows: —

REPORT PREPARED BY THE STATE
EXECUTIVE OF THE WESTERN
AUSTRALIAN BRANCH OF THE
AUSTRALIAN LABOUR PARTY FOR
SUBMISSION TO THE BRITISH
OVERSEAS SETTLEMENT DELEGA-
TTON.

From Januvary 1st, 1920, to June 30th,
1923, the number of assisted and nominated
immigrants entering Western Australia wnas
12,299, For the same period the excess of
arrivals over departures was only 4,382,

The details for each year arec as follows:
Excess of Assisted and

Arrivalsover Nominated

Departures, Immigrants.
1920 .. “1,347 1,364
1.5 A 27 3,381
1922 .. .. .. 2,895 4,368
1923 (6 months) 2,807 3,186
4,382 12,299

®Excess of departurcs over arrivals.

It will he seen that no fewer than 7,917 of
the immigrants—nearly two-thirds—either
left the State, or replaced Western Aus-
tralians who cmigrated.

Effcet on Population. .
The relation of immigration to popula-
tion may be judged by the following table:

Population at Deeember 31, 1919 .. 330,810
Add Excess of Births over Deaths— '
Three and a half year,
1920-21.22 to 30/6/23 16,647
Add Tmmigrants for same
period . 12,209
— 28,940
What the population should have
_been on June 30, 1023 | .. 359,736
What the population was on June
30, 1923 e ... 348,357
People lost to the State in 3% years 11,399

Emigration, therefore, and mot immigra-
tion, is the term to use when deseribing the
chief aspect of Westralian migration. No
absoluzte data exists enabling a conclusion
being arrived at as te whether those leaving
the State are married or single, whether
immigrants or persons of long residence.
Examination of the ‘‘Statistical Ab-
straets,”” however, yields the following in-
formation:

Excess of Births over Deaths.

1913 .. 6,234 1919 .. 3,347
1914 .. 6161 1920 .. 4,761
1915 .. 6,025 1921 .. 4,397
1916 .. 5,478 1922 . 4,964
Total .. 28,804 Total .. 17,399

In 1813 the mecan population was 313,272,
in 1919 it was 319,526; and in 1028,
339424, The annual birth rate per 1,000
of the mean population was 29.4 in 1913
and 24.0 in 1922, The figures suggest that
married persons are a considerable propor-
tion of the numbers leaving the State. Sup-
porters of the present system of immigra-
tion aseribe the leakage in population to
the decline in mining.

The Minister for Mines: It ought not to
be forgotten that the Federal authorities
make a reduction cvery year for unrecorded
departures.

The Premicr: The people who walk out of
the State!
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The Minister for Mines: You cannot get
out of this State in the way yon ean out of
any other.

To Combat Misrepresentation,

The principal duties of sueh Labour Fm-
migration DNepots should Le

Hon. P. COLLIER: The report continues—
They contend that miners are ‘‘habitvated
to the indusiry, and content with no other'’
mode of life, and accordingly seck fto
justify the failure of the Government to
organise new avenues of employment for
the famjlies of those whom the mining in-
dustry no longer needs. That the reason-
ing is fallacious is made evident by the
Commonwealth Statistician’s returns, which
show a decline in the number of persons
engaged in mining in all States. The
figures ure:

Prersons Engaged in Mining.

1918. 1921,
New South Wales 33,663 29,701
Vietoria .. 5,378 5,211
Queenslaud 8,641 5,847
South Australia 2,750 2,020
West Australia 0265 7,084
Tasmania .. .. 4200 3,170
Northern Territory .. 512 131

Commuanwealth 64,209 53,164

1t is, in the opinion of this organisation,
absurd to say that the miners would not be
content with any other Yorm of useful and
decently-paid employment. Their fitness as
potential settlers on the land is immeasur-
ably ahead of those who are being brought
from the cities of Great Britain to undergo
agricultural experienee, in  circumstances
which will be dealt with later in this re-
port.

Cheap Lobour Aspects.

From the foregoing it will be clear that
immigration per se is not the source of any
serious economic disabilty in Western Aue-
tralin. The cxtent to which it has hecome
s souree of irritation arises from the gen.
eral economic shrinkage, which has in-
creased the struggle for employment among
workers generally. By enabling employers
to secure additional lahour, however inex-
perienced, at rates much less than those
customarily pnid to Westralians, immigra-
tion has acecntuated the problem of living
for the latter,

For this development the immigrants are
in nowise treated opprobriously; on the
contrary, recognising the nature of the in-
dustrial situation in Great Britain, and
realising that in any event this country has
many attractions for those suffering priva-
tion and hardship in the old land, the West-
ern Australian Branch of the Australian
Labour Party has proposed that a Labour
Immigration Depot should be established in
cach State of the Commonwealth, for the
reception and information of immigrant
waorkers.

1. To issue regularly to overseas Labour
organisations statistical information re em-
ployment and unemployment in Australia.

2, To get into touch with immigrant
workers on their arrival and inform them
of the conditions obtaining in the various
trades affected.

3. To provide a clearing house where all
immigrant workers who have becn deecived
by the imunigration authorities, or under-
paid and badly treated by the employers,
can collect, organise, and have their cases
brought to the light of publicity, and to
the notice of their respective organisations
overseas.

4. To provide a centre where Australian
trade unions whose ocenpation is heing
flooded with immigrant workers ean apply
for the purpose of taking cfective steps to
counteract the flow of immigrants into their
particular trade.

Busis of the Criticiam,

Reference to the declarations of poliey
which this party has made from time to
time will make elear that our criticism of
immigration does mot spring from any sel-
fish desire to shut out from Australia the
men and women of other countries, If
Western Austrnlia cannot retain those al-
ready here, if employment conditiona are
of such a character as to make other States
a lure for our young men and women, then,
obviously, the preliminary requisite to a
scheme of immigrativn is the correction of
those economic evils which force people al-
ready hers 10 go clsewhere. Certain prae-
tical questions suggest themselves, viz.—

(1) How many ncweomers can we place

in profitable employment?

(2) To what extent and on what terms
can we provide them with lands at
priees well within the preduetive
values?

(3) What effective means can we employ
for cosuring that the new secttlers
will be competent to do the best with
the land when they get it, and what
policy or organisation is required to
secure profitable markets for the
swelling bulk of products?

Employment Besources.

The slow growth of our industrial estab-
lishments (factories and other industrial
cstablishments employing either four hands
or machinery) is a factor that greatly re-
stricts our capacity to provide either new-
comers or our own natural increases in popu-
lation with profitable employment. The
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Iatest figures available yield the following
comparison :—

Number of Factories, ete., and Persons

employed.

Py 1911. 1921,

Establishments 880 1,099

Persons employed 16,754 19,008

Although the population increased in that

period by over 40,000 the number engaged

in industrial establishments rose by only
2,844,

A g;'icultural Industry.

The agrieultural domain, despite a tre-
mendous uxpenditure of public money in
stimulating the industry, has not advanced
at a rate commensurate with the inerease
in population, or the outlay of the State.
Particulars in this rescpeet are—

Acres under Crop.
Year ending Fehruary, 1916 2,189,456
Year ending February, 1922 1,901,680
Year ending February, 1923 2,267,511
A more complete statement up to 1022
(the latest available) shows—

Agriculture: Cropping, C]earing, cte,

1916. 1922,
Particnlars. Acres, Acres.
Under crop . 2,189,456 1,901,680
Under sown grasscs 9,119 18,411
Newly cleared pre-
pared for mext erops 293,625 298,639
In fallow 686,421 894,789
Previously cropped,
now used for grazing 1,058,171 1,923,021
Ringbarked or parti-
ally cleared .. 3,819,582 2,667,612
Total land cleared,
cropped, cte. . 8,056,374 7,704,243

The fipares show that the agricultural
domain of Western Anstralin was less by
352,132 acres in 1922 than was the ease in
1916.

The Distribution of Land Control.

The land of Western Australia embraces
a territory of 624,588,800 acres. At De-
cember 31, 1922, it was held as follows:—

Acres.
(1) Absolutely alienated 9,884 437
(2) Tn process of alienakion 16,554,191
(3) Held on lease or license 286,311,212

Total as above 312,749,840

(4) Held by Crown ., 311,838,960
Total area 624,588,800

Numibers 1 and 2 inelnde the areas that
are most fertile, and which are served by
railways and other public wtilities. That
the area of fertile land within the ambit
of profitable productive utilisation is lim-
ited, is proved by the need for State re-
sumption in order to find holdings for re-

turncd soldiers, as well as the admissions
of the prineipal Government newspaper (the
““West Australian,”’ 23/7/23) that there
exists ‘‘. ... a keen demand for land which
the authoritics are unable to satisfy'’; the
paper alse declared: ‘¢, . .. there is not
mueh land (economiceally) arailable for im-
mediate further settlement.’’ Further evi-
dence that the area of available fertile
land does not admit of any great number
of additional blocks being made immedi-
ately available, is found in the confliet be-
tween the Forests and Lands Departments
regarding the determination of the Forests
Department to withhold eertain areas from
selection in order to maintain a minimum
of forest lands for the future needs of the
State.

Sitting suspended from .15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I will continue read-

ing the report—

The greater part of the land included in
classification Number 3 is held under past-
oral leases.for extended periods, and may
also be said to be beyond Stite centrel, It
will thus be seen that although approxi-
mately fifty per cent. of the land of West-
ern Australia is still held by the Crown,
its productive eharacter iz so doubtful,
or its remoteness from settlement, means
of transport and market facilities, so great,
as to put it beyond the region of economic
utilisation for many years.

De-population in the Rural Areas.

The areas served by railways, and which
have been the venuc of more or less eulti-
vation, do not progress to a satisfactory
degree.  Important rural areas such as
York, Toodyay, Beverley, Wigin, and Nor-
tham—to quote a few cxamples—remained
practically stationary during the census de-
cade 1911-21. The York Roads Board and
muonicipal nareas  (inclugive}  containzd
2,876 persons in 1911; ten years later the
number was 2.B43—an actual loss of the
total natural increase, as well as its propor-
tion of immigration. Tn 1911, Wagin
road board and muniecipal areas) had a
population of 2,006; in 1921 the population
was only 2,316—the growth was infinitesi-

mal, Of Northam the same thing can be
said. In 1913, when the census was taken,

the population of Northam (munieipality)
was shown to be 3,361; in 1921 the popnla-
tion was 3,583. The figures for the road
board for the same period are 1,785—
2,141. Thus in 10 years one of the finest
agrieultural regions of this State, with rail-
ways radiating north, south, east, and west,
hag added only 500 people to the number
resident within its boundaries. Even its
natural increase has not been retained.

A Reform Policy.

For this stagnation the Lahour Party de-
clares there is a remedy. Land close to rail-
ways should bhe wsed to its full productive
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capacity. Lts possessors should not be per-
mitted to hold in idleness fertile areas,
served by public utilities, while settlement
is foreed out on the margin of the economic
region, and the State compelled to spend
huge capital sums in providing facilities for
production, while the services it has al-
ready provided are only partly employed.
But there is more in the problem than this.
At present small farmers, fruit growers,
and traders in the inlanid areas, are obliged
to depend entirely on the avenues of nunr-
keting which are under the control of the
agents of European or Eastern States mon-
opolies. The products of the soil, instead of
pursuing their natural course to the mar-
kets of the world in a rational way, are all
diverted to the formation of a vertical glut
at the capital.  Perth is tie road along
which the whole of Western Australian
trade must travel. Xeither Geraldton nor
Albany, ner Bunbury—the chief outer ports
—nor Northam, Narrogiu, and Collie—the
chief inland towns—have dircet necess to
the economic world; instead of developing
and prospering and providing an outlet for
the hinterland around them, they are mere
tributaries feeding the exploiting machinery
in the metropolis.

The Problem of Assimilation.

Thus both the agricultural and manufae-
turing industries, as disclosed by the fore-
going faets, do not at present justify any
expectation that this State ean find pro-
fitable employment for any large influx of
people. The rural areas continually supply
the city with a reinforcemnent of young men,
driven out of the towns by the lack of
industrial opportunity; the city, in turn, i
unable, fer the same reason, to avoid the
departure of citizens and other workers, who
seek in the factories and workshops of
Victoria and New South Wales the cm-
ployment that our industries do not offer.
Private manufacturing enterprise in this
State is largely in the hands of men whose
husiness eonnection with the Eastern States
(or overseas) firms prejudices local manu-
facturing development. To ameliorate the
evil the Labhour Party laid the foundation
of n poliey of State enterprises. The State
Tmplement Works have not only found em-
Moyment for Western Anstralian born arti-
sans, but have enabled farmers to secure
essential equipment at reasonable prices.
Labour cxpanded the railway workshops,
and as a result locomntives are now being
constructed in Western Awustfalia equal to
any in the world, and which cost the State
less than if they were imported. Ladbour
organised timbher mills, brickworks, and
other avenues of employment, which have
enabled the State to produce tradesmen,
train apprentices, and become more econ-
omically self-contained than wounld other-
wise have been the case.

Tt is true that objeetion is taken to the-
establishment of these State industrial es-
teblishments, but it will be found that the
ohjectors, in the main, are those who not

-1
~

only oppose State secondary industries here,
but who are also opposed to private indus-
trial enterprises being started as competi.
tive factors against firms located cleewherc.

Menacing the Industrial Standard.

We suggest te the Commissioners that
they nscertain  from the Government the
precise numher of immigrants who have
taken up land since the post-war migration
commenced. XNearly 4,000 males have come
to this State under the Ex-SBervice scheme,
Where are they? If the scheme was a bona
fide project to provide farms for British
kx-Service men, agd not a mere augmenta-
tion of the supply of rural labour for ex-
isting land-holders, the bulk of these men
would now be upon their holdings. Our
experience, however, is that too large a
proportion of the migrants find the condi-
tions on the land too ardvous, and the
standard of living which their eapability
admits of, too penurious, to be borne. The
result is they drift back to the city, or to
the class of labour they were accustomed
to in England; they thns become industrial
competitors with their fellows, and their
necessities exposc them to serious exploita-
tion and injustice. In addition, they be-
come a1 general reserve force in the labour
market, depressing the standard for all
workers. The wrenace which this situation
involves for unionism in an era of wide-
spread unemployment may be readily ap-
preciated. That it should coincide with a
series of ‘‘wage-cuts’’ and extcnsions of
working hours, either ordered by various
tribunals, or arbitrarily imposed by cm-
ployers, accentuates the suspicion with
which the whole migration scheme is viewed
by those whom it adversely affects.

Some Definite Suggcstions.

To place the seheme on n sound and teas-
onable basis, this branch of the Australian
Labour Party makes the following pro-
pasala:—(1} That the selection of immi-
grants bhe made by a hoard composed of
(a) For rural labour: One reprerentative
of the Primary Producers’ Association, one
representative of the Trades Unions, and a
Government  nominee. (b) For other
Lahour: One representative of the Employ-
ers’ Federation, one representative of the
Trade Tnions, and a Government nominee,
Provided that no consideration he given
any application until approved hy a medi-
cal officer to the satisfaction of the board.
A confirmatory report to be furnished by
the Government medical officer at the port
of embarkation. (2} That on arrival at
Fremantle or Albany the immigrants shall
he accommodated at the Tmmigrants’
Home; their allotment to employment to
be made by a State board constitnted in
the same way as the selective board. (3)
Full particulars of all industrial awards
and other matters in respect to conditions
of employrment, wages, hours of labour, ets.,
to be made available to every immigrant



78 [ASSEMBLY.]

before embarkation, and also on arrival,

(1) The immigrants shall not be regarded

its casunl laboir to be employed in the busy

seagons, but as trainees qualifying by 12

months’ eontinuous experience of farm life

to operate their own holdings. Employers
iberefore engaging immigrants under the

scheme should do #o on a contract of 12

months’ employment. When seeding or, har-

vesting operations have eeased the trainee
should be engnged at clearing, feneing, dawm-
sinking or other labour serviceable in the
improvemont and development of a farm.

(3) Inthe event of this condition being frae-

tared for any reason the trainee shall be

entitled to re-enter the Immigrants’ Home

and be regarded as a newly-arrived immi-

grant, or alternatively be transferred to an-

other farmer as provided in clause 4. (6)

To augment the facilities for adequate agri-

cultural training a series of State farms

should be inaugurated where immigrants
un-allotted to employers may be aceommo-
dated. (7) Due provision should be made
to ensure that a suflicient number of hold-
imgs will be made ready each year to per-
mit of the immigrants who have qualified
for holdings being given possession of same.

As it would he unjust to limit occupation

to migrants, and as Australians should have

equal ndequate facilities to enable them
take up land, the number of farms should

be in due proportion to thc number of mi-

grants approved for cmbarkation in any

vear. (Signed) S. W. Munsic, President;

H, Mtllington, General Secrctary, July,

1923,

I think that is a reasenable statement of the
case as we know it to-day. I have already
said that therc is no evidence of the fact that
the Government lhave a consecutive, thought-
out, organised scheme, from tlie timc the
migrant leaves the Old Country until he finds
oceupation on the land here.

The Premier: That eould be said, no mat-
ter what one did.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The fact that the
Government have to rely upon the efforts of
an outside voluntary organisation to find em-
ployment for the new arrivaly in the first in-
stance, and that the possibility of finding
employment for new arrivals is due largely to
the energy and activity displayed by this
organisation, is in itself proof that there
is not an organised, coasecutive scheme
in existence, The Government should he able
to say from the commencement that they are
allde to take a certain number of migrants
each year. The Government should bave
knowledge of the opportunities of employ-
ment offering in the agrieultural areas from
farmers and others. After the migrants have
served a sufficient time here to qualify them
o take up land of their own, there shonld he
a sufficient area of land available to enable
al! these who desire it to become possessed
of holdings. We on this side arc not alone in
the statement that no details of the scheme
from beginning to end have ever heen pub-
lished. T may call the attention of my friends

on the cross benches to the fact thul their
exccutive, a very important body of a very
important organisation, in a report prepared
recently for presentation to the conference
which is to be held .next week, declared that
they were still unable to say whether they
approved or disapproved of the immigration
scheme, because they were still in the dark as
to the details of the scheme. Last year, in
July T think it was, the Minister for Agri-
cultire, at the invitation of that excoutive,
attended to explain the scheme, Mr. Maley
addressed o meeting of the exeecative. Tho
report informs us that the president tendered
the thanks of the exceutive to Mr. Muley and
expressed the hope that when the Premier
rcturned from the Old Country that hon.
gentleman wonld, be able to furnish fuller
pirtienlars, .\ report recently drawn up by
the cxceutive contains the following para-
graph:—

It is understood that the Country Party
Ministers, by virtue of their position in the
Government, have definitely associated
themselves with the Premier’s policy.

Here we have the Country Party Ministers

assoeiated with the Government, and, although

they have been included in the Ministry for

the past three years, the executive can issue

sueh a statement! The report procceds—
W& have, however, yet to learn that the
Country Party as a whole has received such
information econcerning the scheme ns to
enable it s a party to signify its approval
of the policy. So far as the cxecutive is
soncerned, however, it stands exactly where
it did when the Minister addressed it on
13th July last year, and has not had suffi-
eient information placed before it to en-
able it to come to any definite conelusion
respecting the details of the Premier’s
roliey. . The position, so far as the
Premier’s policy is concerned, is simply
that the exceutive has not been told sufh-
cient about it te officially issue any an-
nouneement regarding same.

That is rather a remarkable statement in view
of the faet that during the past 12 months,
members of the Country Farty in this Cham-
ber have met members of their exceutive in
conference! Tt is to be presumed that Coun-
try Party members know precisely the paliey
of the Government and know what they are
supporting.  Notwithstanding their intimate
association with the exeeutive, they have been
unable to convey to the executive the prin-
ciples of the scheme in all ity details.
A very disquicting feature of the whole
situation is associated with the figures T
read regarding the excess of arrivals over
departures and regarding assisted and nomi.
nated immigration.  During the past threc
and a half years the excess of arrivals over
departures represented 4,382 only, notwith-
standing that during that period assisted and
nominated himnigrants nombering 12,297 were
brought to the State. In other words, two-
thirds of these coming here, or eolse iwo-
thirds of our own citizens, have gone beyond
the borders of the State.



[1 Acvcusrt, 1923.] 79

The Premier :
have walked out,

Hon, P, COLLIER: But I am quoting offi-
¢ial figures, and [ have no other guide beyond
these official statisties.

The Premier: As a former Minister, you
know how those figures are made up.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know. If
these official figures be not eorreet or reliable,
it is only fair that rome member of the Gov-
ernment should, at the earliest possible
moment, give information to the public which
will be reliable. It is useless questioning
these figures. If they be correct, there is a
leakage of two-thirds. While people are
hrought in at onv ¢nd, so to speak, they go
out ar the other ¢nd. The figures T have
quoted show that either 83,000 neweomers or
olse 8,000 cilizens af Western Australia have
taken their depurture from the State, leaving
us with a net surplns of only 4,382,

The Premier: 1f that is so, the ncweomers
are not cowpeting with our own workmen.

Hon. P. COLLIFR; The Premier T know
realises the seriousness of the position.

The Premicr: You know that those figures
arc not correet,

Hon, P. COLLIER: T shall he glad if the
Premicr will show us where they are incor-
rect.

The Premier: T have tried to do so already
but you will not he convineed.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premicr merely
made an assertion and that is uot convineing,

The Premier: T told you of the unrecorded
departures.

Hon, P. COLI.TER: T do not know any-
thing about that.

The Premier: T have already told the House
abont them.

Mr, Munsie: Tf wc cannot accept the Gov-
ernment Statistician’s fizures, why do we
pay him for his work?

Hon, P, COLLIER: Tt is all the more seri-
cus when we realise the enormous expendi-
ture the State is committed to regarding this
policx of immigration aml land settlement.
Any soeh poliey emhracing big schemes must
neecesgarily oceasion epormous expenditure,

The Premier: You cannot expect to do
pioneering nnlegs the Government help in the
work,

Hon. P. COLT.IER: T am admitting that.
The loan expenditure for 1919.20 was
£2,664,000; for 1920-21, £2,586,000; for 1921-
22, £2,454.000, and for the financial year just
closed, £3,644,000. T think I am correct in
saying that the expenditure of loan money for
the last financial vear was the largest for any
single vear in the history of the State,

The Premier : Sixty-mine per cent.
spent on agrirnltural development.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The fact remains that
last year the expenditure of loan money wag
£1,200,000 in excess of that of the preceding
vear. These figures show that during the
past four years there was a total expenditure
of loan money amounting to £11,348,000. Any
State embarking upon expenditure of such
larme sums of loan money will be in a safe
position so long as there is a proportionate

[f they did so, they must

was

increase in the population and a consequent
inerease in the production of wealth. If we
are to add greatly to onr loan indebtedness
and burden ourselves with an ever increoasiig
amount of annual payments in the shape oy
interest on borrowed money, and at the same
time we do not increase our population and
production in a sufficient ratio to enable us
to bear that burden, then the State is in for
a bad time. That is o self-evident fact.

The Premier: It all depends upon how the
money is spent.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course if the money
is spent as an aid to production—that was
the policy which actuated the ‘‘West Aus-
tralian’’ last year in insisting that money
should be spent in the country beecause it is
from the primary industries of a State,
especially in Western Australia, that praeti-
cally all wealth comes—it is a wise and essen-
tinl policy,

The Prewier:
has gone.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt may be too early
vet to show results, but the Premier will
admit thot the State has not advanced in pro-
duetion during recent years.

The Premier: Yes it has.

Hon, P. MOILTIER: Tt has not advanced
in respect to acreage under produetion or
livestock. As regards cattle, sheep and pigs,
we went back last year.

The Premier: The war knocked production
out,

Hon. P. COLLTER: Of course it did, and
it may be that we have not thorgughly recov-
erell vet. The figures show that the acrcage
under eunltivalion has only slightly inecreased.
Tt is now 2,223,000 acres as against 1,910,000
acres a few years ago. Our flocks and herds
are fewer to-day than they were o few vears
ago.

g]frs. Cowan: There was a drought last year.

Mr, Mann: The scasons in the North have
heen very bad during the last two years.

Mr. MeCallum: That i3 in one little spot.

ITon. P. COLLIER: That does not apply
to the agricultural areas where we have been
fortunate in having good seasons for years
rast. While we are not altogether remaining
stationary, the increase in population and
production should keep something like pace
with the inerease in ovwr indebtedness. We
have a heavy indebtedness per head of the
popniation and otherwise. While we have
within the State the people to hear that
burden, it is all right, bat the figures I have
quoted indicate that we are losing a very
considerable proportion of our people. I do
not believe wne are losing those who eome
from overseas, hut, unfortunately, those who
have been resident within the State for a
number of vears. There has been a consider-
able drift to the Eastern States of pecple who
have been resident here for the past 20 or 25
vears. That is due in a measure to the fact
that there are no openings in secondary in-
dustries here for children when they grow up.
The result is that parents who are financially
able to do so, go to the Eastern States, where
there are more opportunities for their chil-

That is where the money
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dren to learn a trade. This position is dis-
quieting. The Premier remarked on o former
oveasion that even if this were the position,
it would be so wmuch worse if we were not
bringing in migrants. The Premier was quite
right in that statement; if we did not bring
people here, we would be going backwards.
It is essential in the interests of the State
that an endeaveur should be made to see that
while we spend money to increase our popu-
lation and our production, we should keep ocur
people within our own borders so as to bear
the added burden.

Mr. Richardson: Can you suggest anything
to keep them here?

Hen. P. COLLIER: T have suggested it
on more than one occasion. ‘While we get new
arrivals from overseas without any knowledge
of farming conditions in this State, yet who
are willing to go into the outer areas and
undertake the difficulties of pioneering the
forest in the South-West, those resident in
the State for years arc not willing to go out
to the econfines of eivilisation. They have
left the State rather thun do that. But they
would be willing to become farmers if land
were made available to them alengside exist-
ing railways and within measnrable distance
of the market, There is something wrong in
our land scttlement policy when we expend
miilions of pounds on the opening up of new
areag while in old established districts such
as Toodyay, Northam, York, Pingelly, and
Beverley the population is remaining station-
ary, in some instances even going back.

The Premier: If we keep them all out, we
shall still find the population” going back.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is not a good policy
to expend large sums of money on the con-
struction of railways and water supplics for
land settlement in new areas while we have
the greatest mileage of railway per eapita
in the world, while we have railways not
paying, and old-established districts standing
atill. By eorrecting these things we shall
improve the situation. Perhaps we shall be
able to get some definite information next
woek when the Primary Produncers’ Associa-
tion meet to deal with the matier.

Mr. MeCallum; Can we not get the infor-
mation in Parliament?

Hon. P. COLLIER: This country, with a
population of less than 350,000, cannot lightly
adopt the expenditore of £3,600,000 of loan
moneys per ammum. The interest bill will
become so crushing that the people will not
be able to bear it. That is the position as
T see it. Portunately, we have possibilities
of land settlement which might relieve the
sitzatiou in an entirely mnew direction. I
notiee that the Minister for Agrienlture has
reeently discovered a new province.

Mr. Marshall: He is a great explorer.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It may be that the
disecovery of this new province will relieve the
congestion that cxists in the agreultural areas
and perhaps save the situation. I congratu-
late the Minister upon his visit to Esperance,
and compliment him on the expressions to
which he gave utterance on that oceasion. The
Minister spoke of the discovery, south-cost

of Norseman, of a new agricultural province,
the biggest in the Commonwealth. Members
have all read what the Minister said as the
result of his visit to that distriet. I and
others have known that district, and inspected
it, for the past ten or twelve vears, and have
exprossed similar confidence in it. The Min-
ister declared that the Esperance lands had
been proved beyond question. His imagina-
tion was fired. I wish we all had imagina-
tions to be occasionally fired. Unfortunately,
while a visit to the Esperance distriet served-
to fire the imagination of the Deputy Pre-
tier, a visit by the Premicr himself 12 years
ago served to fire that gentleman to hostility.

The Premier: It was all cngineered for
political purposes.

Hon, P. COLLIER: [ am astonished at the
Premier making such a statement; the words
of his own colleaguc cntirely refute the
charge.

The Minister for Agriculture:
know the difficulties which attended that
vigit. In those days we were doubtful
whether wheat conld be grown east of Nor-
tham,

Hon. P, COLLIER: That is too thin. Per-
haps the Minister might not have been su
exuberant in the expresgion of his opinion
had he been acquainted with the history of
the Esperance lands and of the construection
of the railway.

The Minister for Agriculture: I am per-
fectly confident in my opinion,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Let me inform the
Minister that 12 years ago the Esperance
country was inspected over and over again
by expert departmental officers, all of yhom
reported favourably upon it. No other agri-
cnltral lands in Western Australia were sub-
jeeted to such thorough and exhaustive ex-
amination as were those particular areas.

Hon, T. Walker: Yes, 18 years ago.

Hon, P, COLLIER; And it was as the re-
sult of those ingpections and the reporta sub-
mitted by those responsible officers that the
Government of the day brought in a Bill for
the construction of the Esperance Railway.
Can it be said that that Government, acting
on the reports of departmental officers, were
actuated by political motives¥ The assertion
will not hold water. The Esperance country,
consisting mostly of mallee, can be cleared
more cheaply than ean any other class of
agricultural land, The Premier is entirely
regsponsible for the faet that thiz land has
been held idle for the past ten vears. There
can be no question about that. Five times
did the Labour Government bring down a
Bill for the construction of the Esperance
Railway., In 1811, 1912, 1913, 1914, and
1915 we brought down that Bill, and on every
ocrasion the present Premier was the stoutest
and most ohatinate opponent of the measure,

The Premier: You carried the Bill every
time.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, we had the nom-
hers here, but the hon. member and those
assoeiated with him in this Chamber appar-
ently had influence in another place. The
present Premier asserted that the land was

We all
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limited in area and secound-class in quality.
He quoted the yield as being five bushels to
lbe acre, and declared that never wouid
the railway be eonstructed if he eould prevent
it. Owing to their tenacity of purpose, the
Labour Government eventually induced Par-
liament to agree to the econstruction of the
railway. Having won through after five years
of cffort, the Labour Government, unfortun-
ately for the Eaperance distriet, went out of
office. The railway was then under construe-
tion. T repeat this as showing how deter-
mined were the present Premier aund those
associated with him that the [Esper.
ance district should not be opened up,
that the railway should not hLe constructed.
The railway was under construction when we
left office. Ten mile of earthworks had been
eompleted. When the Wilson Government, of
which the present Premier was an influential
member, came into office in July, 1916, their
first officin)l act was te stop the construction
of the Esperance railway. That is seven years
ago, u#nd the line is not completed yet.

Mr. Mann: Was it not a wise policy to
first scttle our more accessible lands?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Wise rubbish{

Mr. MeCallum: Do you expect any wisdom
from that side?

Hon. P, COLLIER: Was it a wise policy
to spend £25 per acre in subduing the forests
of the South-West for settlement when we had
in the Esperance distriet millions of acres cap-
able of being cleared at 10v, per acre? 1
should be in a much betfer financial position
to-day if T were contracting to clear that land
at 10s. per aere than it is possible for me o
attain standing here addressing the House—
I should have more money.

The Premier: T will arrange for yen to he
put on at clearing down there.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am prepared to con-
gider an offer. However, there it is. I be-
licve it is true, as stated in the Press re-
cently, that the fact that we are not holding
our population is due largely to the decline
in the mining industry; that consequent upon
the decline in mining, people from the gold-
fields have gone to the Eastern States. Had
the Esperance lands bheen opened up and a
prosperous farming community settled there,
the people from the goldfields, instead of
going to the East, would have gone to the
‘Baperaneo district,

The Premier: Why did you not open up
the distriet?

Mr. Munsie:
from doing so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier might
well ask! The Minister for Agricultnre says—

They are high grade areas and will sat-
isfy land selectors for an indefinite number
of ycars ahead.

The Premier said—

He had travelled over the country, and a
streteh of 30 miles is the only land that
has agricultural possibilities at all.

Because vou prevented us

The Minister for Agriculture says—

I say without hesitation that agricul-
ture wili spread successfuily over a vast
tract of territory.

When the Labour Government wanted to set-
tle the Esperance lands, the present Premier
said—
Not a man would have gone down there
after my visit but for the action of the pre-
sent Labour Ministry.
Not a man would have gone there if the pre-
sent Premier had had his way.

The Premier:  You aceased me of semling
them there,

Hon. I'. COLLIER: The Minister for Ag-
riculture says—

In this corner fhe State will prove to
have the bhiggest uniform and continuous
helt of good wheat land in Australia.

The Premier said—

The building of this line from Esperance
te Nurseman is an ahsurdity . . . . .. 1
would say of this linc that no greater jobh
wag cver suggested than this  political
job we are asked to agree fo now.

The present Premier charactierised it as a
political job then, The Minister for Agrienl-
ture, the Deputy Premier, says the railway
must be continued to Norseman and must have
spnt lines running out east and west to serve
this large new province. Then he adds—
From a developmental view point it ig im-
possible to leave the seitlers isolated; the
Esperance-Norseman railway must he eom--
pletedd and additinnal spur lines provided
hoth from Norseman and Grass Pateh,
T commend the Minister for Agriculture upon
his faith in this district. T have quoted the

two experts upon land and agriculture. The
Premier is an expert. When the Bill was
introdueced in 1911, he opposed it. He ex-

pected it wounld be brought forward again in
1912, and in order to fortify himself and
gain first hand knowledge of the district, he
journtyed there during the recess of 1912,
The Premier: XNo, T went there in 1910.
Hon. P. COLLTER: Then the Premier’s
opposition to the line in 1911 was inexcnsable.
However, in 1910 he went to see the land. Ho
is a judge of land and, from an inspection of
it, can tell what it is capable of producing. The
game applies to the Minister for Agriculture;
he is aceepted as an anthority. T have given
the House the opinion of the Premier and the
opinion of the Minister for Apriculture, and
*fvoy takey your cheice.’’ There is only one
fault T have to find with the Minister for Ag-
rienlture—it may have been a slip—and in
view of his optimistie utteramce, I am in-
clined to forgive him. At a social tendered
him at Norseman, replying tc a toast, he com-
mented upon the distriet he had inspected and
the need for extending the railway from
Grass Patch to Norseman. Then he said—
Tt has bheen left to the Mitchell Gov-
ernment to redeem the promises made many
vears ago regarding the development of ag-
ricultural land in the Esperance distriet,
which he believed would hecome a highly
important agricultural country.
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Mr. Lambert: That was eolossal,

The Premier: It was frue.

Hon. P. COLLIER: This, be it remem-
bered, in face of the statement of the case
I have presented to-night. Seven years ago
the Goverument stopped the railway and have
not completed it yet.

The Premier: We put up a better record
than you, becaunse in five years you built only
10 miles.

Hon, P. COLIIER: And for five ron-
secutive years the Minister, then sitting in
opposition, brovght to bear all the energy and
ability he possessed to prevent the Govern-
ment of the day from getting passed a Bill
for the construction of the railway. So the
present Premier was entirely responsible for
having held this large proviree out of oceupa-
tign all this time.

Mr. MeCallum: For 12 years.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Associated with the
question of the Esperance railway is that of
the mining industry. There i3 no need for
me to stress the fact that this important in-
dustry has been deelining for many years.
The discovery of gold has been responsible
for more than doubling the population of the
State and this, too, in a very few years. Now
the industry has fallen upon evil days and
having regard to all it has done for Western
Australia, and to the faet that it has been
responsible for bringing Western Auwpstralia
from a state of infancy to that of manhood,
it seems to me we are in the position of a
boy who, having heen reared by his parents,
finds them fallen on evil days and realises his
respongibility to support them. The task is
& very difficult one. If if could be pointed
ont to the Minister that assistance might be
rendered in eertain ways, [ believe he wounld
be prepared to grant it. As to assisting pros-
pecting parties, there is no cause for com-
vlaint, but T do complain of negleet in one
direction. T bhelicve that mining wonld ob-
tain the preatest relief if the Government re-
dreed railway rates and water charges, It is
rather unfortenate that our aunriferous areas
are situated so far from the seat of govern-
ment, thus necessitating the hawlage of com-
niodities and mining requisites over distances
ranging from 400 to 600 miles. Therefore
the cost of requisites mmst he much higher
than they are in such places as Bendigo and
Rallarat, where the fields are situated within
100 miles of a seaport. The question of the
price of water to the Kalgoorlie and Boulder
districts has heen discussed in this House on
many occasions. -

The Minister for Mines: You are aware
T do not eontrol that part of the business.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Yes; my remarks are
directed more particularly to the Miniater for
Works.

Mr, Lutey: He has been considering it for
two wears,

Hon. P. COLLIER: On more than one oe-
casinn last session, members on this side of
the House raised the question of reducing the
price of water, and more particularly did we
base the justice of our claim upon the fact
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that the State had been relieved of the pay-
-ment, as sinking fund, of £75,000 a year in
respect to the scheme. We felt that when the
Treasury had been relieved of the payment
of that amount, those who drew water from
the goldfields scheme were entitled to some
measure of relief. Having regard to all that
mining has meant to this State, that was not
asking too much. It should also be borne in
mind that this Parliament, ever since I have
been a mmember, haa never eavilled at the ex-
penditure of money for the development of
other industries. If we look at the amounts
shown in the Loan Estimates year by year,
whether the £3,600,000 voted last year or the
legser sums in previous years, it will he found
that the major portion of the expenditure
went to assist the agricultural industry. We
know that in a hundred and one ways—
through the Agricultural Bank and the LA B,
for the construoction of railways, water sup-
plies, ete—money has heen poured out freely
and even lavishly,

The Minister for Mines: You could not
put the mining industry on the same level.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Of eourse not, but
there is a proportion. When we view the
immense sums of moncy devoted to agrieul-
turc-——and rightly so—we at least should not
overlook what is due from us to assist an
industry that is now experiencing bad times.

The Minisier for Mines: I think T can as-
sure you that we have just about rcached the
point when we can do semething.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Last session 1 raised
the question on the vote for the Goldfields
Water Suppy. I am sorry the Minister for
Works is not in his place.

The Minister for Mines: Do yon suggest a
reduction for the whole of the consumers or
for the mines only?

Hon. P. COLLIER: In a way a reduction
would benefit the industry generally. How-
ever, I do not intend to lay down a detailed
scheme. It is not for me to say precisely how
or to what extent relief should be given.

The Minister for Mines: It might help if
I tell you that free water would mean 2s. per
ton difference in the cost of treatment.

Hon. P. COLLIER: According to ‘‘Han-
sard’’ of the Tth December, 1922, the Minis-
ter for Works stated—

A question agitating Kalgoorlic members
is whether, since the sinking fund pay-
ments have heen set aside for the time be-
ing, o reduction in the price of water will
not be possible.  That question is being
carefully considered, but the inquiries are
not yet complete.

The Minister procceded to say that he would
make inquiries into the matter. In reply, L
anid T was disappointed with the statement
made by the Minister, that I considered no-
thing would be donc after Parliament went
into recess, and that we thould find ourselves
in the same position in the following year.
The Minister, in answer fo that, said—

Goldficlds memberg have made a legiti-
mate inquiry as to whether or not the trans-
actions concerning the sinking fund made
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by the Premier in London wilt or will not

bring about a reduction in the price of

water on the goldficlds. I should be sorry
if I thoupht they had the idea that the

Government were trying to lay aside this

question,. The Minister for Mines and I

have not had an epportunitty to go into it.

While Parliament is sitting Ministers have

every nerve strained to carry on ecurrent

matters, When we get into recess the mat-
ter will have my serious attention and that
of the Minister for Mines. When we have
investigated it we shall have to seec what
view the Treasorer takes of if.
That is the old explanation. Tt is rather early
in the day for Ministers to commence at this
stage of the session to explain that because of
the work cntailed upon them in attending to
their Parliamentary duties they are unable
to devote the necessary time to serious prob-
lems. I shall expeet in the course of a few
weeks that this same old gag will be put
forward,

The Minister for Mines: No!

Hon, P. COLLIER: Ministers will in their
indignation say, ‘‘We are kept here until all
hours of the night and there is not time for
us to do this or that. Immediately the House
goes into recess all things will be delivered
unto you.?’

The Minister for Mines: You are looking
for surprises.

Mon. P. COLLIER : The MMinister for
Works told us that he and his colleagues were
straining every nerve. That was in Deeember
jast. Seven months have elapsed, and so far
ag I know nothing Las been done.

The Minister for Mines: Yes.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Tt cannot be said that
Ministers have been straining every nerve.
They have not donre so in the application of
time to their duoties during the last seven
months, I cannot help complaining of the
attitude of the Government in dilly-dallying
with this matter. A definite promise was
made by the Minister for Works that upon
going into recess he would consult with the
Minister for Mines and go thoronghly inte
the matter. The position to-day is precisely
where it was seven months ago.

The Minister for Mines: No, it is not.

Hon. P. COLLIER : 1 say it is. Had
it bheen a matter of assistance to the
agricultural industry, a matter of life or

death to some branch of the industry, or a re-
quest from members opposite backed by the
executive, T venture to say that Ministers
would not have remained unconcerned ahout
it for a period of <even months. I commend
the executive for their activities. After a
diligent weckly perusal of the ‘‘Primary
Producer’’ I must commend them for their
success in bringing pressure to bear upon
Ministers to have their pressing wants, po
doubt justifiable wants, attended to at once.

Capt., Carter: Do youn buy the ‘‘Primary
Producer’’?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am one of the best
friends that paper has. T am pleased to say
I am placed on the free list, but were I com-
pelled to buy it, I should be prepared to pay

a higher wrice for it than for any other
newspaper in the State.

The Minister for Mines: You find it help-
ful?

Hon. P. COLTIER: Yes.
able help from it. T am justified in com-
plaining that the Government have done
nothing. Had they given the matter the
attention the importance of the industry de-
serves, and then rome to the cenclusion that
they could give no relief, such as would be of
material advantage to the industry, I should
have heen satisfied and then been able to deal
with the matter. This ahsolute indifference,
thi« total neglect and failure to do anything,
are the cause of my complaint. The people
on the poldfields arc alse justified in com-
plaining. The Minister for Mines, after re-
turning from the Kastern States o few weeks
ago, made a hurried visit to the goldfields and
conferred with someone there. A deputation
of those interested in Kalgoorlie also waited
on the Premier upon his retarn from the Pre-
mivrs’ conference. Deputations, however, are
of no use, and visils of the Minister at the
eleventh hour, just prior to the opening of
Parliament. are not sufficient. The matter
wans of sufficient importance to warrant the
Government in taking action within a reason-
able time after the close of last session.
Mueh relicf could have been given to the
industry. T regret to say that mining gener-
ally and goldfieids interests do not command
anything lke the concern that the Govern-
ment evince in respeet to other industries.
The Premier is well intentioned and well
meaning towards the goldfields, but the mat-
ter is outside his province. Although it is a
question which should be dealt with by the
Minister for Works, secing that the Minister
for Mines is in charge of the department
connected with the industry, and that he is
interested in its well-being, he might have
done something te spur on his colleague to
some activity in the matter.

The Minister for AMines:
I am eatitled to do.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Perhaps that is so.

The Premier: It is a financial question,

Hon. P. COLLITER: Yes, but why is it not
dealt with? Tt will remain a finaneial ques-
tion until Doomsday, until it is seized upon
and dealt with,

The Premicr:
with it?

Hon, P. COLLIER: If T ecan be of any
use.

The Premier:
legislation?

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1 should be only too
pleased to do what T ecan. On second
thoughts, instead of endeavouring to galvan-
ise Ministers into life, T had better allow the
matter to stand over for a few months and
attend to it myself. Within a short time
after the present Government took office the
price of water for the agrienltural areas,
water drawn from the goldfields scheme, was
redueed. The execative got to work and
askerd for 2 reduction in the price.

The Premier: No.

I get much ralo-

[ have doue all

Will you give us a hand

Will rou belp us te pass
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Hon. P. COLLIER: It was granted almost
immediately, althoungh these services were not
paying and had not been paying.

Mr. Harrison: I remember a deputation
approaching you on the same subjeet,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. The hon. mem-
ber introduced it. Had he handled the mat-
ter effectively, he would have attained some
results,

Mr. Harrison: Tt was too good for you.

Hon, P. COLLIER: It was the manner in
which the hon. member presented his ecase
that was the trouble.

Mr, Harrison: You would not grant any
velief when you were Minister.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We put the water
there for you.

Hon, . COLLIER: If there is one ques-
tion upon which members can lay no charge
against the Labour Government, it is that of
the provision of adequate water supplies.

Hon. M, I, Troy: And many of the farm-
ers did not pay for it.

Hon, P. COLLIER: It was one of the first
works we undertook when we assumed office
jn 1911. We spent tens of thousands of
pounds in the provision of water supplies.
‘Water was given to the farmers and apecial
water trains were run into their distriets. I
believe that much of this water has not yet
been paid for, although no doubt the chits
are still to be found in the Departments. It
was the duty and responsibility of the
Government in the eireumstances to carey out
this work.

The Minister for Agriculture: An ordinary
function of government,

Hon. P. COLLIER: It was assistance that
amonnted to a duty on the part of the Gov-
ernment to give to any important industry
when the circumstances demanded.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Then we are told we
did not do this.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We are certainly not
given any credit for it. The mining industry
is in a similar position to-day. That assist-
ance which the Minister for Agrieulture has
mentioned as being an ordinary function of
government shonld have been extended long
ago to the gold-mining industry. That is
the basis of my complaint. I have now given
up hope of inducing the Minister for Works
to do anything. He has practically broken
a definite promise made last session, that he
would go into the matter and submit a pro-
posal to the Treasurer. The question, how-
ever, remaing as it wasg in December last year.
I now come to the policy of the Government
with regard to the sandalwood business. 1t
is rather difficult to deal with it, because one
does not know precisely how the matter
stands. Soon after thc House went into re-
¢egs the Government decided to call tenders for
marketing sandalwood. Certain tenders were
rereived. No one apparently knows what the
tenders were, or what has been dome, or what
it is proposed to do. It is clear that the in-
tention of calling tenders was to give a mon-
opoly of the sandalwood industry, and to en-
sure that only one person or firm should be
entitled to dea! in that business. Tt may be

that in the circumstances that exist at pres-
ent the Government can make out a case in
that direction. If so, it is not yet known
to the general community interested in the
industry, It was not a wisc thing for the
Government to take actien in this direction
when the House was in recess, and immed-
iately Parlinment rose. I bave no doubt that,
had it not been for the very powerful depu-
tation which waited on the P'remier, the mat-
ter would have been finalised before now,
probahly hefore Parliament had met, and we
had been given an opportunity of diseussing
the position. T protest against the granting
of n monopoly unless Ministers are in a posi-
tion to present a very formidable ease in sup-
port of it. Possibly it ean be shown that
the cutters would get a better price and the
Government receive a larger return each year
by the granting of a monopoly. Nevertheless,
it is not o sound policy to pursue. If the
Government consider that in the past the
State has not been receiving sufficient revenue
from the industry, that the pullers have not
been getting a sufficient reward for their
labours, there is no reason why the authorities
could not fix a rate of royalty which they con-
sider they are entitled to get, and fix the con-
ditions permitting anyone to engage in the
business so as to ensure to the pullers a cer-
tain price. Whatever the price might be,
the Government would say to the traders in
sandalwood, ‘‘Before you are permitted to
engage in the business, the getters shall be
entitled to receive a certain priee, and, fur-
ther, it shall be incumbent upon you to pay
to the State a eertain royalty for the privi-
lege of cengaging in this business.’’ With
those reservations, why eannot anyone who
desires to do so engage in the business? The
Government wounld not lose revenue by such a
poliey, and the sandalwood getters would be
protected quite as well as, and L believe mueh
better than, by the granting of a monopoly.

The Minister for Mines: T wish I could
agree with you, and then I would have dome
those things long ago.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T do not know why
they cannot be done.

The Minister for Mines: I do.

Hen, P. COLLIER: The Minister will ae-
knowledge that as a geueral principle it is
undesirable that any one person should be
given & monopoly over an industry in whieh
many people have business intcrests.

The Minister for Mines: Tt depends on
what you term a monopoly.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The sole right.

The Minister for Mines: To sell the com-

modity?

Hon. P. COLLIER: To trade in the com-
modity.

The Minister for Mines: That i3 not the
point.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The sole right to get
and to sell.

The Minister for Mines: We do that every
day. The output from our Wyndham Aleat
Works is handed over to a selling agent.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is quite a differ
ent thing.
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Hon, M. ¥. Troy: Yes. The State does the
buying.

Hon, P, COLLIER: I am given to under-
stand that in this connection the Government
have a ease to present which is not known
to members of this House. Therefore one is
necessarily discussing the subject in the dark.
Other members who may deal with it on the
Address-in-reply will be in the same position
a8 I find myself in now, Therefore I hope some
member of the Government will make a siate-
ment to the House at an early stage, and not
at the end of the Address-in-reply debate. It
will save a good deal of time and discussion
ic early in this debate the Minister for Mines
will make a statement as to the position and
as to the intentions of the Government. So far
as T have been permitted to know the situa-
tion, I am opposed to the Government's pro-
posals in this connection. I ueticed in the
Governor’s Speeeh that we are to have a very
short programme of legislation. There are
only two or three small Bills wmentioned,
measures of very little importance so far as
one can judge. T notice that the Hospitals
Bill, which last session was considered to be
of vital importance to the finances of the
State, appears to have been dropped, no men-
tion being made of it in this session’s Speech.
I do not know whether that circumstanee has
any connection with the approaching election,
and whether it is thought that it might be
hetter strategy to defer the re-introduction of
the Bill until after the general clection.

Mrs. Cowan: That measure weighs a lot
in the Upper House eclections.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Hardly anybody takes
notice of an Upper House election. Very few
Upper House eclectors know when an election
is taking place. A few years ago only 16 per
cent. of those enrolled for the Upper House
took the trouble to go to the poll, The un-
fortenate candidates in the provinee coun-
ccreed, the Metropelitan-Suburban eonstitu-
ency, after engaging town halls all round
nisht after night and paying the expense of
advertising, were unable o get one meeting
throughout the whole of their candidature, It

is not altogether a bad state of affairs for.

members, because in such circumstances of
apathy the sitting member nsually manages to
get back. Tt is only when there is considerable
activity that a new man contrives to get in.
So far as we can judge, it is pot the Gov-
ernment’s intention to reintroduce the Closer
Setticment Bill this seswion, T am sorry that
at the close of this Parlianment we find that,
notwithstanding the fact of very many mem-
Lbers who occupy seats here to-day having
pledged themselves on the hostings to support
a more effective form of land taxation, the
position in that respect remains to-day as it
has done throughout. I have many times ex-
pressed in this House the opinion that the
time has long since arrived when Pariiament
should review the present principles of land
taxation. Again, T would remind the House
that our present Land Act was passed so far
back as 1906, and that no amendment what-
ever has been made in its taxation provisions

during the past 16 years, notwithstanding the

" great events which have transpired since then,

and notwithstanding the fact that every form
af taxation has meantime been reviewed., The
same land taxes exist to-day as were imposed
in 1906.

Mr. Pickering:
ereased.

Hon. P. COLLIER: In my opinion those
taxes are altogether inadequate. During the
past 15 or 16 years land values in the City
of Perth have increased emormously. Land
has been changing hands year by year at
greatly enhanced prices. As a result of those
enhanced values we find that rents have gone
up enormonsly as well. In a great many in-
stances rents in the City of Perth have been
doubled. Men are drawing enormons tribute
in the form of rent. We should have a land
tax which wonld compel these people to pay
a large proportion of the unearned inere-
ment to the public funds of the State. I know
very well that this proposal will not be im-
mediately agreed to by members on the cross-
benches, who have an idea that a land tax is
a tax on broad acres. If, however, they will
study the matter a little, they will find that the
real impost falls upon values largely situated
in the city; and so T hope their hostility to
the proposal will disappear. T trust we shall
be able to get through the session in a fairly
amijcable spirit, and I would ask the Premier
to have the all-absorbing question of the red
and blue lines, as indicated on the maps,
showing the altered boundaries of the elec-
teral distriets, brought down by way of a
Bill at an early date. T am not going to
touch upon the question of redistribution of
seats now. There will be copportunities for
that later on. But certainly it is essential
that the question should be decided by Par-
liament at an early date, in order that mem-
hers may know where they are and in order
that the work of preparation of the rolls may
go forward.

On wmotion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

But they bave been in-

RILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £1,790,600.

Returned from the Council without amend-
ment,

House adjowrned at 8.54 pm.




